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sown is 42 acres, and the number of cows
earried averages four per holding. On
Group 12 there are 20 holdings ‘retained.
The average expenditure, including stoek
and equipment, is £2,671. The average
acreage cleared is 47 acres, the average
acrenge sown is 50 acres, and the cows
average three per holding. I have here a
complete list of these examples, but the
average is very much the same throughout,
and I do not wish to weary members by
reading the whole of the list.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
n ““Hansard” ¥

The CHIEF SCERETARY: They are
in “Hansard” now, in the repor{ of the pro-
ceedings in another place. I have com-
pared this list with what is already pub-
lished in “Hansard,”’ so I know they are
the same. A study of these fignres will
impress memhers with a sensc of the neces-
sity for fixing a Feir capiialisation. They
will also recognisc that somne body should
be appointed to varry cut the task, and that
thai body should be composed of men quah-
fied for the work, and men in whom all
parties coneerned will have confidence. A
fair deal to the settlers and a fair deal to
the State should be the objeetive. T trust
the Bill will be passed without any undue
delay, in order that the work of capilalisa-
tion may be gone on with. The Govern-
ment are very anxious to proceed with the
work, so that the settlers may know where
they are, and everyone concerned will be
acquainted with the situation. I move—

But will they appear

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekln, debate
adjourned,

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
(KING'S PARK).

Order discharged.

Order of the Day read for the third
reading of the Bill.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move—

Fhat this Order of the Day be discharged
from the Notice Paper.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 8.25 p.m.
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-The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p.m., and read prayers.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received from
the Auditor-Cencral, in pursnance of Sec-
tion 53.0of the Aundit Aect, 1904, the 38th
Report, for the financial year ended the
30th June, 1928, which I now lay on the
Tahle of the House.

QUESTION—STATE SHIP
‘‘KOOLINDA

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is it a factithat the motor
vessel “Koolinda” on the last trip South
again ran twenty-four hours ahead of sched-
uled time to Shark Bay? 2, If so, will he
insist that in future the vessel is kept to
schedule?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1 and 2, The vessel was scheduled
to leave Shark Bay on the 7th Oetober, and

left on that date.

. BILLS {2)—FIRST READING,

-_1, Health Act Amendment,
~ 2, Hospital Fund,

BILL—WHEAT BAGS.
Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hoen. H. Millington—Leederville) [4.40]:
I move—

That the Bill be now read 2 third time.
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HON, SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.41]: T hope the House will rejeet
this weasure. Since it was introdueed I
have had an opportunity of consulting
farmers on i, and without exception they
are opposed to it. T hope the Minister will
realise that those who buy wheat ean
achieve their object by insisting on brand-
ing. We do not need to pass any law to
protect the buyer in that respect:; le ean
do it himself. And so ean the wheat pool.
If the pool want the bags branded, they
will simply not take any bag that is not
branded. It is ridiculons to pass a law
of this kind, which ean do no venl good. It
i3 no proteetion against wrong-doing. When-
evell a bag of whent is delivered (o the
pool or & mill, it is sampled and weighed,
and a reeeipt is given for it, and that is
final. If, a month after, some impurity
he discovered in it, how can that be traced
to an impurity placed in the bag by the
farmer? 1t eannot he done. If there was
ome “down” on a farmer, an imparity
could be introdueed into the bag.,  The
buyer of the whent can protect himself and
ought te protect himself. Under this Bill
and other measures we propose to say to
people that they need not be careful in
buying things. We ought to tell them to
be most carcful. The present Bill will en-
tail a preat deal of cost and ineonvenience
on farmers. The Ministers has said frankly
that the idea of the measure did not orig-
inate with him. He has had a vequest for
the Bill, and has very obligingly put the
measure up to Parliament. In this the
Minister is entively wrong. He shonld be
convinced that the law he proposes to the
House is absolutely necessary.

The Minister for Agrieuiture: I am.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: It
ie  too late for the Minister to
say that now. This is the third
reading. We discussed the matter on

second reading and in Committee, and the
Minister made it quite elear that those who
receive wheat desire this protection. The
farmers eould not wish it. Sueh things as
potatoes and apples might be branded, be-
canse they vary in quality tremendously.
Tn any case, potatoes and apples are
branded only for export; and it is impos-
sible to examine a whole bag of polatoes
or a whole case of apples. It has been
stated that there has been carelessness in
weighing whent, and that bags which ought
to have returned 160 ibs. have weighed up
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to 150 or 190 1bs. In thai respeet it is not
more than our duty to see that the scales
are aeeurate; and the people who employ
others to receive wheat mmst see that they
wet men who are honest abuat the matter
and weigh correctly, We think too lightly
about giving addifional frouble and causing
extra eost. If the Minister said that in the
event of a buyer requiring it, the bag must
be branded in aecordance with the measure,
even that wonld be going ivo far, but it
might be done. The Bill, however, says that
even where the fransaction is finished by the
farmer with the miller, the bag must be
hranded. Such a law is wrong, and the
House would act improperly in agreeing to
it. It is certainly not for the blenefit of
those struggling in the back country to grow
wheat. They are nat considered. If the
Minister wished to profeet them, he would
soy that the wheat must be properly taken
care of when first reccived, and must be
properly protected, and duly accounted for.
1 have protested against this kind of legis-
lation before; and I yprotest now, in the
name of the farmers of Western Australia,
against the Bill. T hope the Minister will
not insist that we pass the measure. I had
thonght of moving that the Bill be read a
third time this day six months, but I shall
content myself by voting ngainst the mea-
sure. If the Minister is going to oblige
everybody who has anything to do with the
fartmer, we shall have little to do exeept
pass Bills of this nature. T protest against
the provisions of this Bill, and 1 am very
sorry the ITouse has heen azked lo congider
it. There is no good reason for it. More-
over, it is an irritating, eostly thing aimed
against perfeetly innocent people dealing
with their own produee, and in 99 eases out
of 100 not deeeiving in the slightest degree
those to whom they sell their produece.

Question put, and a division taken with
{he following result:—

Ayes 24
Noes 7
Majority for 17
ATES,
Mr. Angelo §f  Mr. Ferguson
Mr, Brown i Vise Holman
Mr. Chesson Mr. Keoneally
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Lamond
Mr. Collier Mr. Latham
Mr. Carboy Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Coverley Mr. Lutey
Mr. Cunolpgbam Mr. Marshall
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Mr. McCallum Mr. Sleeman
Mr, Milllogion Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Munsle Mr. Willcock
Mr, Rowe Mr. Wlilson
{Teller,)
Nogs.

Mr. Barnard I Mr. Taylor
8Sir James Mitchell Mr. Teesdala
Mr, Bampson Mr. North

© . H. Bmith (Teiler.)

{Juestion thus passed.

Bill rend g third time and transmitted to
the Covneil.

BILL—ABATTOIRS ACT AMENDMENT,

Returned from
pamendment,

the Counecil with an

BILL—TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT.

Referred to Select Committee.

Order of the day read for consideration
of the Bill in Committee.

; MR. CLYDESDALE (Canning) [4.50]:
I move—

That the Bill be referred to a seleet com-
mittee.

Question put and passed.

Baliot taken and a select committee ap-
pointed consisting of Messrs  Kenneally,
North, Stubbs, Withers and the mover {Mr.
Clydesdale), with power to cull for persons
and papers, to sit on days over which the
House stands adjourned, and to report on
Tuesday, the 6th November..

BILL—EDUCATION,
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. Millington—Leederville) {5.2] in
moving the second reading said: The Fdu-
eation Bill now before the House has
already been assenied to by another place.
The measure is for the purpose of consoli-
dating the law. The original Edueation
Act was passed in 1871, and since then
thee have been ten amendments. Conse-
quently a consolidation of the Act and its
amendments is long overdue. Certain
amendments that have been found necessary
by the department have also been embodied
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in the Bill. I do not know that any of them
is of outstanding importanee, but their
enactment will certainly assist in the ad-
nministration of the law. It is proposed to
give the Minister stututory power to do what
he bas always done in the appointment of
ofiicars and in the establishment and main-
tenance of schools. The present Act does
not provide for that, but in practice it has
been found necessary and advisable to give
that power. An amendment is sought re-
garding the time for the submission of a
reasonable excuse under the compulsory
provision. This lLas been varied by the
insertion of the words “or within such ex-
tended time as the court may deem to have
been reasonable in the cirenmstances” At
present, the parent of a child prevented
from attending school by sickness must,
within seven days of the occurrenee, notify
the teacler; otherwise the exeuse is not en-
tertained. The amending provision iz de-
sirable because, in, the country distriets, a
parent might he prevented by sickness in
the home or other good reason from com-
munieating with the teacher, The court
should bhave diseretionary power to aceept
an excuse lodged after the expiration of
seven days. Under the existing law, exemp-
tion from attendance at school may be given
for children between the ages of 12 aund
14 years. There have been very few re-
quests for exemption of children under 13
vears of age, and it is now considered ad-
visable to raise the lesser age to 13 so that
applications for exemption will be enter-
tained only for children between the ages
of 13 and 14. Another slight alteration re-
lates to school boards. At present parents
and teachers’ associations or parents and
citizens' associations are distinet from sehool
boards appointed under the Aet. It is now
desired that the officers of parents and eiti-
zens' associations should carry out the fune-
tions of school hoards

Mr Sampson: Are school boards still in
existence?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes,

Mr. Sampson: I thought they had all
ceased to function.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
(enerally, when parents and citizens’ asso-
ciations have been formed, school boards
have been elected from their members, but
in the eyes of the law they are distinet
bodies.
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Mr. Sampson: Under the amendment a
schoo] board will be a separate body.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, but composed of the same people. I
think this amendment will be a distinet ad-
vantage. T suppos¢ most of us have had
some experience of parents and citizens’
associations. Their members are the people
who take an interest in the ehildren and are
anxions to work for the children. Tt is not
advisable to have {wo distinet bodies de-
voting their time to this class of work in
an honorary capacity, and the proposed
amalgamation shonld bhave a beneficial
effect. A slight alteration has been made
in the law dealing with religious instruetion
in schools. Aeccording to the existing Aet,
a portion of each week mayv be set apart for
religions instruction, but the department de-
sives that the Jaw be altered to conform
with the existing practice, under which
religions instruetion is imparted on a given
day. :

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why alter the
iaw if it is not necessary to do sof

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The law should provide for what is de-
sired. If it is foond in aetual practice pre-
ferable to have a certain day reserved for
religions instruction, it is well to provide for
that instead of “a portion of cach week.”

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: For ali religi-
ous denominations?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I onderstand there will be no difficulty on
that seore. When a portion of a day is set
apart and representatives of the different
denominations visit the school, arrangements
can be made for the instruction to be im-
parted. T see no ohjection to stipulating
portion of & day instead of spreading it over
more than one day in the week.

Mr. Sampson: Will all possible consider-
ation be given to the representatives of dif-
ferent denominations?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes; I have been advised that there will be
no diffieulty in that respeet, and the alters-
tion will make for the better organisation of
the school work.

Mr. Sampson: So long as the day is
fixed to suit the convenience of the elergy.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That has been done, and no diffieulty is
likely to arise. Under the Bill, it is pro-
posed that regnlations will be made, not by
the Governor-in-Council, bat by the Min-

(ASSEMBLY.]

.charged.

ister. The regulations, however, will be sub-
Jeet to the approval of the Governor-in
Couneil, This alteration in procedure is
rendered necessary because the regulation:
affect the classification of teachers and theis
salaries, which matters are subject to ap-
peal under the Public Service Appeal Boar¢
Act. The Solicitor-Genera] states that ob-
viously, with that right of appeal, the re
gulations must be made by the Minister,
since there can be no appeal from a regu-
lation made by the Governor-in-Council
The Aet of 1889 provides for efficiency in
private schools. The subjects required for
an efficient school under the Aot are defined
as reading, writiag, arithmetie, spelling and
geography. The wish of the department is
to substitute Bnglish, arithmetie, history,
geography and drawing. Of course, spell-
ling and writing are included in the term
“English.” The variation will serve to im-
prove the status of private schools. The
Minister now possesses power to determine
a scale of fees for children attending school
after they have atinined the age of 14.
Many children in excess of that age do at-
tend the primary schools and no fee has been
Therefore that provision should
be eliminated so that children over 14 will
be treated just the same as children under
14.

Hon, 8ir James Mitchell: I suppose such
¢hildren never hgve paid fees?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That has not
done any harm, as the Premier would say:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, but it is-just as well parents should
know that their children need not neees-
sarily leave school on attaining the age of
14. In recent years there has been quite an
agitation to get the schoo! age raised, while
on the other hand there appears to be an
idea that children should not attend school
after reaching the age of 14. The Bill will
make it elear that children over 14, while
not eoming under the compulsory .atten-
dance provision, may continue to enjoy the
advantare of free edueation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
that amendment.

Mr. Kenneally:
ment.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. and the fact should he widely adver-
tised so that parents may keep their childeen

T agree with

That is an improve-
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at school, wherever possible, after the age of
14 has been reached. Another amendment
deals with the furnishing of returns by pri-
vate schools. The propriefors of private
schools are required to furnish the depart-
ment with monthly returns setting forth the
names of scholars who have not made at
least four-fifths of the possible half-day at-
tendances. It is now proposed that the re-
turns should apply fo children who have
been nbsent on any oceasion without satis-
factory excuse. 'This will save s good deal
of difficulty and needless work in respect of
children attending private schools. The Bill
is mainly a consolidating measure. The
amendments I have outlined are not of a
very important character, but they will
make for the better administration of the
Edueation Act. They have already passed
another place. There is no need for me to
explain the provisions of the Eduecation
Act, whieh have been in force for so many
years, [ move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 6th September.

MR. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [3.17]:
Several amendments have been made during
the last few years to the Pearling Aet, but
apparently some loopholes for frand still
exist. The Bill now hefore us has heen
approved by those interested in the indus-
try, and has my support, Some years ago,
when I was acting as loeum tenens for the
member for Kinberley, I introduced a de-
putation to the Premier, now the Leader
of the Opposition. We had a representa-
tive gathering, and came away with the idea
that we had vested in the inspeetor ample
powers to stop any attempt at dununying.
The Bill deals with that, though it does not
say 50, We thought we had given every
power to the inspector, even to inspeeting
the books of pearlers, aseeritining the hank-
ing account, and entering upon the prem-
jses. Apparently, some people up there
are smart enongh to meet all that. T was
interested in the dissertation that took place
in the Legislative Couneil when this Bill
was being dealt with. The remarks of some
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members there afforded me some humorous
reading. One member admitted that he
kpew nothing sbout the mater, bui in the
course of his rewarks he led people to be-
lieve he knew 2 lot. He said be was quite
willing to sit at the feet of those experts
who were thoroughly conversant with and
in close touch with the industrv. I am
afraid no member of another place would
fill that bill. “When it comes to making
unrelizble and ineorrect statements, no doubt
some members there fill a lot of bills. The
public were informed that the industry was
better off now than it had been for many
years—a most extraordinary statement.
The member in question no doubt met
men in the smoke rooms of steamers,
and one informed him he had the best
balance sheet he had had for years.
) know how these balance sheels are made
up. They are not unconnected with pearls,
vither those helonging to the rightful owner,
or to someone else. A pearler ean open
tons of shell and never get enough out of
it to pay for a hottle of pump oil. Pearls
are like angels’ visits, and the pearlers
sometimes have visions of a trip to the Con-
tinent. One or two buyers get together
and when the pearlers find out what they
are being offered, bang goes the Contin-
ental trip. The industry is in a parlous
state, and we should do all we ean to pro-
tect the genunine pearlers, who year in and
yvear out have had a bad fime. It costs
about £170 a ton to fish pearl shell and
pack it veady for sale. The shell is now
being sold at £180. It is apparent even to
the layman that the industry is not pay-
ing.

Mr. Stubbs: [t is sold for that in New
York, is it not?

Mr. TEESDALE: 1 think that is the
Broome price. It is very regrettable to
think that the insatiable octopus, Ameriea,
has the industry nobbled, completely in the
bag. With their pelf, which they get from
Great Britain every 12 months, their blood
money, the people in America are in a
position to put our buyers out of the mar-
kel. They have most of the pearlers in
such a position that they have to sign con-
tracts to deliver their shell at £180 a ton.
There is of course a problematieal surplus
that may come when the shell is sold. This
shell is sold in America, and no one repre-
senting the industry iz present to see how
it is sold. At any rate, these American
buyers first of all take 11 per cent. to re-
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coup themsclves for the charges they pay
and for selling the shell, The pearlers re-
ceive £180 a ton, and a wonderful promise
of surpluses to come later. I have never
heard of anyone getting any zurplus, bui
I have had to make a refand once or twice.
This business is all “readied” up,  Th¢
pearlers may get their surplus, but they
certainly do without the 11 per cent. to
meet the charges I bhave mentioned. A
member in another place said there had been
too much legislation, and that this had
driven the hoats away from the State.
That was an amazing statement. We have
been legislating in the best interests of
thexe people, and apparenily we bhave
been so  misguided in our ideas that
we have driven them out of the
country. We have =0 dumned the
industry that pearler: have zone to Darwin
for refupe. Thal is a lovely place to go to.
Peopls talk about faliing out of the frying
pan into tlie five. There ave 86 boats work-
ing in the Broome fleet to-day, whereas 14
vears ago there were 3200 When the war
started, many pearlers, to their zreat credit.
left their boats on the beach and went out
to fight. DPossibly they left many store-
keepers’ accounts belind, and scme of these
are only now being settied, There may be
some wonderful halance sheets, and the in-
dustry may be very suwceessful, but there
are now only 86 boats when there were 320.
The leasing eonditions are easier at Darwin,
They may not he so harrassing as they are
in Broome. The inspeclor ai Broome is a
capable man. T did net get on very weli
with him when I was there, but I know he is
doing his best. They have an easy way of
doing things in Darwin and one or two of
our fellows have gone there. In two years
we have lost only 17 hoats to Darwin, whieh
works out at a little over cight boats per
annum, [ think we shall be able to stand
that strain. We are not zoing to panie be-
cause a few boats have gone away. The
member in another place said he had heard
that a certain Asiatic had secured n license
for a pearling bhoat. This shows how
thoroughly out of touch he i: with the in-
dustry. The Asiatic has had a license for
14 years, and will eontinue to get it so long
as he aets within the law. Fe was in the
State before the Act came into foree, and
is yuite justified in looking for his license
each year. This particnlar Asiatie, how-
ever, went into parinership with another
man in a boat, therefore doing something
which is not allowed. The Bill is designed
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to tighten up things in that respect. This
man had a license to fish with only one
boat. This is one of the ramifications of
dummying. A person may go to another
and say he will put £500 into a boat. The
inspector knows nothing about it, and one
wan can therefore share in two boats, con-
trary to the law, The magistrate dismissed
the case owing to the manner in which the
Act was worded. The defendant was repre-
sented by a solicitor whr knew how to deal
with the case, and the magistrate had no
option but to dismiss it. That was regret-
able for it offers a loophole for that sort of
thing to Lappen again. Appavently the Bill
has heen drafted to prevent that. The same
member in another place said there had been
several hard cases where Australian Asiaties
had been refused a license. He must have
heen a little conscience stricken Some time
ago I tried to get a license for ome of

the hest h:haved Anstralian Asiaties in
Broome, He had gone throngh the
Christian  Brothers’ College, and held
gplendid  references from the brothers,
He was not altogether a  seoundrel.
The Dboy's father had licenses for his

own hoats, and hoped to retire, leaving his
son to earrv on the industry. For doing
what I did T was aceused of huving accepted
a hribe. Ti was said that a pearling boat,
or some pearls, had been given to me. That
i what I got for trying Lo help these people.
The father is an Australian Asiatie, and has
lield a license for years. 1t certainly
is rather hard that some of these young fel-
lows eannot gef their licenses. T would ¢are-
fully scrutinise any ecase before I did any-
thing to help. I am thinking at the moment
of several people who have bLeen resident
in the country for many vears. We know
thev are good eitizens and have contributed
their share towards everything that is going.
They live according to Western ideas. The
Inspector of Fisheries has sufficient power
1o deal with anything that ean oecur. He
can go into a bank and demand to see a
pearler’s aceount. One would think that
was autoeratic emough. It is, however
quite apparent that this legislation bas to
he brouzht down in order to close the loop-
holes that at present exist. Anv suggestion
that is advanced by the pearlers having for
its objeet the assistance of the industry, will
certainly have my advoecacy, and I shall sup-
port the amendment that is embodied in the
Bill.

Question put and passed.
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Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Agricnltural Water Supplies in charge of
the Bill

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Amendment of Section 33:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
effect of the amendment proposed is that if
the law is deficient, the Minister can beeome
the law and say what shall obtain.

The Minister for Agrienltural Water
Supplies: That provision is contained in
the present Aect, and that has been the Inw
for a long time.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Ewi-
dently something has gone wrong, and so
the Minister suggests making the position
more definite. It would be simpler if le
repealed the existing lerislation and asked
the House to pass a Bill of oue clause that
would set out that the Minister in Perib
shall decide everything.

The Premier: Of course, this is an extra-
ordinary industry.

Hon. G. Taylor:
people are conecerned.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is an
industry that cannot be altogether yun by
white mer alone, and I do not know that
the whites who own the boats get a fair
refurn out of the indusiry.

The Premier: The object of the Bill is
to preserve the industry for them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And
that is quite right. T support the Minister
and the member for Roebourne in this mat-
ter. At the same fime, I wish to point out
the extraordinarily wide powers that are
vested in the Minister. It has occurred to
me that there is something strange about it
in that, I am informed, the boats operating
higher up the coast secure a return to the
owners that is considerably befter than is
obtainable by the pearlers under our system
at Broome. If thai is the position, I do not
know why the whites at Broome do not give
consideration to effecting some change that
will seeure to them a more reasonable return
on the money they have invested. I confess
T do not know much about the indusiry
apart from what T have been iold. Does
the Minister know why there is the diffor-
ence hetween the return seeured by the
owners of boats operating further north and

And  extraordinary
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those secured by pearlers at Broome. Per-
haps the former are subject to the opera-
tions of the Federal law,

The Minister for Agriculiural Water
Supplies: Yes, but 1 do net know that the
Federal law containg any provisions so ex-
acting regarding dummying as we have in
our law.

Hon, Sir JAMER® MITCHELL: I was
wotting away  from dummying for the
moment, and referring more to the profits
wade by the white awners of pearling boats.
I understand that they operate further north
ander the Federal law, and they are there
able fo make more moncy from the use of
their boatx, and still have eontrol over them,

The Minister for Agricoltural Water
Supples: T understand the weskness is that
whereas we restrict the Asiatic holder of a
liceuse to those who held a license prior te
1912, they can enter into a partnership with
another party. '

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T dd
not know that; I knew there was some dif-
ference between the two seetions. 1 know
the industry is rather complicated and is
vather diffieult to control. If the Minister
has mot reecived any representations from
the pearlers, I suppose we need not worry.

The Minister for Agrienltural Water
Supplies: What is embodied in the Bill re-
presents the only request that has been for-
warded.

Clanse put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1928-29.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 11th Oectober,
on the Treasurer's Finaneial Statement and
on the Annnal Estimates; Mr. Lutey in the
Chair.

Vote—Legislative Council, £1,700:

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[5.407: There are two or three small mat-
ters to which I desire to draw the attention
of the Premier and which I wish to bring
under the notice of the Mines Department.
Before dealing with those points, I will
refer to the Budget Speech. in the course
of which the Premier intimated that he ex-



1208

pected to finish up the year with a deficit of
£94,208. When he delivered his finaneial
statement for the previous year, he asserted
that he would conclude the twelve months
with a surplus of £34,199. As a matter of
fact, that particular financial year finished
up with a deficit of £26,456, so that the
Premier was, roughly speaking, £60,000 :o
the bad. That must be regarded as rather
strange when we consider the amount of
money that has been available and the con-
ditions in which the State has been operat-
ing during the period the Premier has been
in control of the finances. The Premier has
enjoyed an increased revenue as against
that obtained during a similar period by the
Mitehell Government. During the regime of
the latter Administration, the average rev-
enue income for a period of five years was
£6,926,000, whereas for a similar period the
present Government have enjoyed an average
revenne income of £9,394,000. That repre-
sents a very large increase. Then, if we take
the loan expenditure over the same period,
we find that the Mitchell Government’s loan
expenditure averaged £3,006,000 per annum,
As against that, the average loan expendi-
ture per annum for a corresponding period
during which the present Government have
been in charge of the finances, amounted to
£4.242.000. Then we find that under the
two headings of cxpenditure, loan and
revenue, the present Government have
spent £3,704,000 more per annum than
the Mitchell Government. The Mitehell
Government spent £9,932,000 as against
£13,636,000 spent by the present Govern-
ment. These figures are astounding, and
become more so when we realise the actual
position of the Stale during the last four
years, in the course of which more loan funds
have been spent and there has been a con-
siderably more bouyant revenue. Despite
that, the unemployment difficulty has been
greater by far during the last few years
than ever before in the Listory of the State.
That is all the more remarkable when we
consider that under the Mitchell Govern-
ment the expenditnre was mueh smaller,
but under Sir James Mitehell’s regime, as
the revenue inereased =o the deficit de-
creased. The position is just the reverse
under the adioinistration of the present
Premier, for with increased revenue we find
increased deficits, When we consider the
claims that are made as to the careful finan-
cial administration of the present Govern-
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meni, 1 wm at a loss to understand how
those claims can be advaunced. During the
time the Mitechell Governmeni were in
power, it was with great difficulty tbat the
unempioyed werc able to muster a team to
go down to the Esplanade to deliver speches
on vavious subjects. We know fhat adver-
tisements were inserted by the Trades Hall
asking for the unemployed to make them-
selves koown.  Those advertisements ap-
peared over the name of the present mem-
ber for Menzies (Mr. Panfon), as secre-
tary of the A.L.P. Whereas the unem-
ployed could be eounted in their tens and
twenties while Sir Jumes Mitchell was in
power, they ean be nuombered by their
thousands now that the Labour Government
are in oilice. No diffienlty is found now
in getting together a large and enthusiastic
body of unemployed, without the necessity
of any advertisements from the Trades Hall.
The pinch of hunger drives the unemployed
to the BEsplanade to tell the Government
they have not delivered the goods. For
this great expenditure there must be some
reason and I hope the Premier will be able
to give it to us. If it ecannot be avoided,
we should know, bunt certainly we cannot go
on spending huge sums of loan money in
the way we are doing and iaxing people
and so inereasing our revenue year by year.
We are getting more unemployed than we
ever had, and that pesition eannot countinue.
The Premier should give us an explanation
for this state of affairs. The Anditor Gen-
eral’s report, I am glad to say, has been sub-
mitted to us to-day. We were informed that
the Auditor General hoped to have it on
the "Table of the House by the middie of the
month, and he has fulfilled his promise.
Unfortunately, however, nne is not able to
study it in an afternoon. I must therefore
content myself by perusing it at my leisure
and referring to it when, at a later stage,
we deal with the various departments. It
will then be possible to offer more legiti-
mate criticism. The Premier will find that
on aceount of the difficulties that have been
encountered since he framed his Budget,
he will not realise his Esiimates in full.
The difficulty on the waterfront wust have
a serious result, whilst the season, which [
am sorry to learn is not likely to eome up
to expectations, will also affect the position.
We are all aware of the loss that has been
suffered on aceount of the postponement of
the September wool sales. Mr. Field, of
Elder Smith and Co., in a statement pub-
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fiched in the “West Australian™ on the
Sth October, had these remark: to offer—

]

The lors to graziers caused by the necessary
pestponement of the September woul sales
is estimated at between £40,000 and £50.000,
Those fignres, 1 presume, are based on what
the price of wool would have been in Sep-
tember aguinst what the price iz likely to
be at this week's sales.  1f thai be the loss
to be su-tained by Western Aunstralia,
where we have only 8,000,000 sheep, we can
imagine what will be the loss in the Com-
monwealth  which  accounts for over
100,000,000 sheep. Not only will the Treas-
urers sufler, hut everyone must bhe ser-
ionsly affected. The Premier knows well
that once an industry, no matter how smali,
is ¢losed down, or is compelled to reduce
the numbev of its hands, and consequeuntly
its outpui, the revenue of the State is
affected. Still, 1 hope the position will not
be as bad as we have been led to believe it
will prove. When the Premier prepared his
financial statement, these contingencies
were not before him. T have no wish to
say anything further pn the finances, but
will have some remarks to offer when we
reach the varions departments. T desire to
refer to a mining matter which, thongh it
does not actually affect my own electorate,
has come under my notiece by reason of the
individual coneerned having been known to
me for a great number of yeurs. TIn the
absence of the member for Murchison (M.
Marshall), the person in question whose
name is Lawson, came to me and explaining
his difficulty, asked me to bring it under
the notice of the Mines Department. I in-
terviewed the Under Secretary who agreed
to investignte the matter. A lease which
liad been heid by Charles Finch had become
liable to forfeiture. The case came before
the warden’s court, and the warden recom-
mended six months’ exemption. In the ab-
sence of the Minister for Mines, the Premier
dealt with the warden’s recommendation and
naturally approved of it. I would have
done exactly the same in simifar eciveum-

stances. Lawson, who opposed the ex-
emption, failed by mnot communicating
by wire immediately with the member
- for Murchison and requesting him to
interview the department. If that had
been done, and the member for Mur-
chison or T Thad approached the

Minister at the outset, I feel confident
that the warden’s recommendation would
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not have been approved. I have since seen
the file and I know that the Premier had
no option but to approve of the warden's
recommnendation, The Premier could not
be expected to read the file as I did. No
Minister eould be expected to go through
every file that is put before him. Before
the exemption had expired on the Tth
Angust, Finch sold the lease to De Ber-

nales. The casea was net heard for
some time as the warden could not
get out there, but protection was
granted. About the 8th, 9th or 10th of

Augnst the exemption was supposed Lo
have run out, but protection had heen
granted without Lawson knowing. Law-
son at the time was watching the property,
knowing that the exemption had expired.
The lease should have been manned, but
tltere was no one there and no notices about
protection were posted anywhere on the
lease. Naturally, Lawson thought it was
open to torfeiture and he put in another
application. The file shows that thongh
l.awson made a search about that time, the
registrar at Lawlers had notified the de-
partment in Perth that protection was
granted on those particular days. Lawson
argones d¢hat it was not under proteetion
at that time and that exemption was granted
on the 13th. I am speaking from memory
now.

The Minister for Mines: Airangements
were made for proteetion on the Sunday;
the notification had reached Perth on the
Saturday befoye.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Finch dropped out of
it and TUrqubart on behalf of De Bernales
appiied for further proteetion. Lawson
says Urquhart went to Lawlers on the

12th to get the necessary protection.
I have no doubt that protection was
granted in the proper manner. My

point is, that under the Mining Act
when protection or exemption is granted
to o person, that person mmst pui
up a wolire on a peg at a certain height
from the ground and in a conspieuous place.
To make certain, it is the custom to put
up several notices so that they cannot be
nmissed. The law says that notice of ex-
tended protection must be put up, and in
this case it was never put up. The depart-
ment urge that insistenee on the putting-up
of proteetion notices would oceasion hard-
ship to numerous people, and it has be-
come a custom not to put them up. Law-
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son had fo go to Lawlers, and eventuaily
to come to Perth. before he ecould thor-
oughly aequaint himself with the pesition.
In company with the member for Murchison
1 had the pleasure of introducing Mr. Law-
son to the Minister for Mines, who took
great interest in his statements and said
he would go into the matter and do all he
could to right anything that was wrong.
The only point in Mr. Lawson’s favour was
that the notice had not heen posted up, and
that he had been put to expense in conse-
quence of that negleet to carry out the law.
To my knowledge Mr. Lawson has been «
genuine prospector for 30 yeavs. When
the case was being heard, the warden
pointed out to him that the lease had been
worked by a company vears ago, and that
to unwater the shaft would he expensive.
It was not, however, Mr. Lawson’s idea to
unwater the shaft. He had found several
small lodes on the outer side, away alto-
gether from the main lode whieh had been
prospected by the company. He thought,
and still thinks, that he eould work those
small lodes profitably. [ understand from him
that the warden said to him, “This is very
diffienlt for you to work. Mr. De Bernales
will be able to unwater the mine” Mr,
Lawson replied, “I am not geing into the
old workings. I know 1 ean get good
erushings outside the main lode altogether,
on some small lodes that are possibly un-
known to other people.” The warden then
asked. “ Why cannot yon get a tribute from
Mr. So-and-s0?’’ That question made Mr.
Lawson very eross. The property was held
out against him all this time. In my opin-
ion it is something that wouald not he tol-
erated by any Government if they knew
the allegations to be frme. 1 am only re-
peating what Mr. Lawson told me; I am
not sure that the warden did say so. Dur-
ing the hearing of the case in the warden's
court a letter was produced from a man
certifying that he had received an amount
of wages for working the show on days
when it was stated to be held in non-
{ulfilment of labour conditions. That man
went out to find the lease, and eould
not find it; therefore he never worked
on it at all, not a day. The man is in Perth
now. Upon his return to Wiluna, it is
stated, he received a wire from his people
in Perth saying that his mother was ill and
asking him to come home. This is the
story. He came home to Perth, and the
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letter to which [ have referred was read in
the warden’s eourf—a letter stating that he
had ftulfilled the labour conditions upon the
days on which the ease hinged, He now says
that he never did a tap on the lease. His
statement is, “I just sent the leiter becanmse
I thought it was to help the man” And
that letier was one of the strongest powmnts
on which tho warden’s decision was based.
Prohably the Premier would bave hesitated
ro confirm the warden’s recommendation if
! had put him in possession of the facts
earlier, when the man’s statements could
have been tested. If necessary—I hope it
will not be neeessary—1I shall enlarge on this
matter when the Mining Vote is reached.
Now I come to what iz a direct attack on the
Premier himself in eonnection with that sec-
tion of the sandalwood business which is
controlled by the Mines Department. An
ugreement was made between certain
sandalwood purchasers and the Mitchell
Government, and that agreement has been
administered by the present Government.
T wish to say that T personally never had
any difficulty with the administration of
either the Forests Department or the Mines
Department until this business arose. The
board controlling the proportion of sandal-
wood-getting allocated to prospectors acted
exactly on the conditions laid down. The
people concerned in the ecase live at Ed-
judina. After the first meeting.of the allo-
cation board T went te the Mines Depart-
ment and ascertained what orders had been
approved for prospectors, and also the ap-
plications deferred and the applications re-
fused. Amongst the refusals were these
people residing at Edjudina, two brothers.

The Premier: Was that the case of the
storekeepers?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes. I had been
negotiating in the matter with the depart-
ment from January up to two or three
weeks ago, and had been unable to get any
further forward. I have here copies of cor-
respondence with the two brotherz. When
T found that thev had no order, T wrote to
them. That was on the 29th January. A#
the first allocation they were refused an
order becanse they had not fulfilled the
condition that to obtain a prospeetor’s orde -
for 12 tons one must have dons =iv
months' prospecting duarinz the vear. The
brothers say they have done that, but the
Mines Department’'s advice is to the com-
trary. Upon that matter T was engagel
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from January, when I wrote to the brothers
saying that there was no hope of their
getting an order for sandalwood as the
Mines Departmeni were not satisfied that
they had fultilled the condition as to pros-
pecting.

The Premier: As you know, the object
of giving a prospector an order for =andal-
wood is to keep him going as a prospector
and not as a sandalwood-getter.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Quite so. In the
end I reccived a long letter, which T handed
to the Premier to read. The Premier there-
upon said, “It is a very hard ecase, is it
pot?’ I replied, “Yes, very hard indeed.”
Thereupon the Premier said, "I there is
any sandalwood to be allocated out of the
other vote, we might be able to do some-
thing for these people.” As the result of the
Premier’s intervention, an order for 15
tons was secured for the brothers, They
were entitled to 12 tons each under the Min-
ing Vote. However, they were very pleased
with what they secured as the result of the
Premier’s intervention, and they wrote to
me expressing thanks for what had been
done. I hardly think that I would have
done any better if I had gone to the Pre-
mier earlier, because, to be wandid, the
brothers did not like to expose their poverty
in writing, When I showed tbeir letter to
the Premier he said at once, “Something will
have to be done.” The letter, dated Edjn-
dina. 6th February last, reads as follows:—

We received your letter of the 20th January
notifying us of our applieaticn for sandal-
wood orders being refused on the ground that
we did not fulfil the conditions rendering us
cligible to receive an order. namely six
months’ prospeeting, T now state that we
have done fully six months’ prospecting with-
fu the past year. In January, February, and
March of last year we were prospecting in dif-
ferent places. About the middle of March
our application was granted for a prospecting
area.  On that we have worked more than
three months, and we are working on it at
present. The six months' prospecting forced
on prospectors who receive sandalwood orders
is nothing less than a severe form of slavery.
as in many eases the prospector can only mak~
very little more than his own tucker and feed
for his horse; of course, there are cxceptional
cuges where they may make wages Ly working
long hours.

It must be remembered that these men,
dwellers in the bush, felt aggrieved.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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Hon. (3. TAYLOR: Before tea I was
reading a letter from Clifford Bros. of
Edjudina. [t continnes as follows —

Now, for instance, if the prospector can
make so mueh money clear from his 12-ton
order that the Government ig entitled to force
him to do six months’ prospecting, without
any compensation whatever, what must the
men of the sandalwood assoriation be making
when they have been getting double the quan-
tity. and in every way being better equipped
for the getting of sandalweod and delivering
of it at the railway? There are no restrictions
on them exeept that they must not employ
black Jabour, hat the prospector got these re-
gtrietions as well as six months’ hard labour
without compensation, The majority of these
men are not ible to make @ reasonxble living
because the price of sandalwood is too low, so
that’s proof enough to show that the prospee-
tor getting the small order of 12 toms with
a penalty attached to it, that he must do six
months’ prospecting within the year, is alto-
gether 2 eruel imposition. For our two orders
of 12 tons cach for last year, the Government
took £216 for royalty. The penalty of six
months? progpecting is a erucl weapon, pnt
into the hands of the Advisory Board to be
used against certain prospectors when jt suits
certain memhbers of that board. We have
plenty of proof in our possession to show thar
we have been vietimised through the powers
given to this board, which arc used against us
in our absence. Ag you arc cur member and
representative in the Legislative Assembly of
Western Apstraliz, we ask vou to act on our
hehalf, and place before the Mines Department
our request for sandalwood orders, which have
been already applied for in proper form, and
all conditions in conneetion with them com-
plied with,

That is the letter they wrote to me on the
6th Febrvary in reply to my letter of the
29th January of this year telling them that
their application bhad heen refused. Now
here is another letter thay have sent along
to me. I desire to read it. T desire also
to give my views to the Premier on these
maltters, since he is administering the For-
ests Department. T do not want to make
any eomment beyond what T helieve to be
fair and reasonahle, and avising out of my
long experience on the goldfields amongst
the prospectors, and my knowledge of their
requirements. This leiter, dated 11/2/1927,
was addressed to J. Clifford of Kdjudina
and is signed by Mr. A. Mc¢Parlin, the see-
retary of the Prospectors’ Sandalwood As-
sociation. It reads as follows:—

The prospectors’ sandalwood advisory hourd
wet again in Perth on th- 4th inst. 2wl o alt
with all remaining applications. Thi follow-
ing men from Edjudina were granted orders
of 12 tons, and I am instructed te write and

ask you to be good enough to join our asso-
ciation, and act as sceretary for vour Aistriet,
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so as te try and indnce the others to joim, and
send along any soggestions or compluints.

We are struggling hard to improve prospec-
tors’ conditicns, and 1 am pleased to say we
are suceceding each vear for more wood. Wu
have branches now in Bulong, Kuraulpi, Kun-
owna, Mt. Monger, Coolgardie, .Broad Arrow,
Ora Banda, Siberia, Bardoe. Menzies, Beria,
Burtville, Sandstone, Murrin Murrin, Paynes-
ville, and Mulline, su you see we are fuirly
well represented. 8till it s manifestly unfair
for members of this association to do all the
fighting and paying, while others take the
benefits free, though, of eourse, in the past
we could not get in toueh with everyone, This
year we intend to do ali we ean to get every-
one to join, so that we can again approach the
Government for a much higher price for wood.
Should you not feel inclined to aet ns sevre-
tary, would you call a meeting and clect one,
or hand this letter on to one of the four
whom I have mentioned, and please Iet me
have a reply at your carliest.

I forgot to say that our fees are for 1927,
bs. membership and 2s. per ton payable after
each truck is paid for. DPleage note that it is
sometimes inconvenient to par the 3s. at onee,
so, if neeessary, it can be paid with royalty.
I have another long letter to read, one which
I think will be more suceessful in sapport-
ing the effort I am making to assist these
unfortunate men. It will be remembered
that in the letter I have read, the writer
pointed out there was on the board somebody
whe vietimised the prospectors. Mr, Me-
Parlin is & member of the board, and so T
think we are safe in reading into the first
letter the source of the suggestion that they
are being victimised.

Mr. Panton: Mr. MeParlin is a member
of the board.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes. From all in-
yuiries I have made about Mr. McParlin,
from his colleagues on the hoard and
from men who knew him both prospecting
and sandalwood getting, he appears to be a
fine, decent man.

Mr. Panton: He is a very fine man.

Hon. G. TAYLLOR: That is what T have
heard. I want it to be clear that I am
merely reading the opinions expressed hy
Messrs. Clifford Brothers.  Speaking on
behalf of the men in my own district, I do
not think there is any necessity for this
association. Tn my opinion associations and
unions are designed to protect the employee
and improve his eonditions, probably
aguinst the desire of the employer; for if
the employer were giving the employee all
that he wants, there would never be any
union. As in this instance the Government
are the employers, and are handling this
sandalwood through the Miucs Department
and under a hoard of mauacement appointed
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by the Government, I do not think these
few prospectors living hand to month in
the bush, and getting a newspaper only
once in a blue moon, should be ealled upon
io pay 5s. to a union.

Mr. Panton: It is not exactly a union.
It is an association.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I appreciate that.
At all events there is a demand on the pro-
spector for 5s. as entrance fee, and for 2s.
per ton royalty, which, from & 12-ton order,
would be 245, So the Js. entry fee would
ving it up to 28s. In other words, the
prospector is expected to pay 20s. to be a
member of an association for which there
cannot possibly be much necessity. Cer-
lainly the association is not necessary, for
the Premier knows full well that the hoard
will do the right thing. The Premier, in
administering the department, does not need
any organisation to proteet the dryblowers.

Mr. Panton: They bave their own mem-
ber of the board. That is one advantage,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, 1 realise that.
There is another association, which I do not
want to eonfuse with this ome. It is for
the general sandalwood getters, about whom
the Mines Department bas nothing to say.
They -lare controlled by the Forests De-
partment. Whatever justification there may
be for that association I am not diseussing,
hat I do not think there is anv justifieation
for this first one, or for the Premier recog-
nising it as an nssociaticn in the light that
it is going to protect these prospectors, some
of whom are even old-ege pensioners. I
know two or three odd ones in my distriet.
Because of those pensioners, there iz now
a provision for a 3-ton order. That was not
there in the first year. I lad long inter-
views with the heads of both the Mines De-
partment and the Forest Department, and
put up a case io them and it was agreed
to. The price those old chaps get js over
and above their pension. A number of them
are too old to work on a mine The job is
too strenuous for them, and iz not there
even if they wanted it. For there is
hardly a mine working in those distriets
Those men ean no !cnger follow that
laboricus work. and so they do a little pro-
specting and, in addition, get an order for
sandalwood. Most of the reefs out-cropping
our out-cropping reefs have been knapped
by the prospectors, But these old fellows
are experts at loaming If they get any
sign of a eolour they follow it up, and if
it leads to anything they test it out by
costeening. As T say, the great bulk of
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our out-cropping veefs have been napped
and tried, but a great pumber are
still ecarrying a burden of eement and
enrth over them, and the only way
they are discovered is by loaming.
Those men do that sort of work, and they
should receive al possible econsideration.
They do receive consideration, but the un-
fortunate part of the business is that the
Mines Department has only a limited num-
ber in its quota. While the department can
supply 140 or 160 men with 12 tons each,
applications are received from 300 men,
The department has te use same discrimina-
tion and perhaps it was exercised in the
two eases 1 have quoted.

The Premicr: Last year's output was low,
too.

Hon. . TAYLOR: Yes, on aecounf of
South Australia conming into the business.

The Premier: We fixed on 6,000 tons and
4,800 tons came in. That forced further
restriction.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: L did have partico-
lars of the number of applications received
and the nwmber granted. I suggest that it
mighl be necessary to reduce the tonnage
to give all the applicants a chance, but that
is o matier T shall disenss with the Premier
later on. T do not think there is any neees-
sity for the assoeiation or for those people
tn he taxed to the tune of 20s. per year in
order to get 12 tons of sandalwood. I do
not mind the tax, bnt I do not think there
is any justifieation for it., Why should it
be necessary to have an assoeiation to deal
with a Government department aboulb the
alloeation of sandalwood? Can the Premier
tell me that an assoeiation would be of any
advantage to men so scatiered in the bush
that they cannot possibly meet to diseuss
nuestions affecting them? Perhaps half a
dozen could gather where the secretary hap-
pened to be located and decide the policy.
What policy they have I do not know. I
helieve unions are a fine institution; there
is nothing better Yor men working for an
employer, and such employees should have
proteetion, which they can get only by be-
longing to a nnion, If I can he convinced
that there i= any justification for this asso-
eintion T will withdraw my opposition to it.
Tf the Premier was a private individual
handling the wood. T would say that he as
a business man would want to make as much
as possible out of the sandalwood, while the
men pulling the sandalwood for him would
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wanut the best conditions they could get.
Scattered as they are in twos and threes
throughout the back eountry, they could not
put up their case unless they had an assoq
eintion, and there would be need for am
assooiation to protect them. DBut as the
industry is controlled by a Minister of the
Urown be could have no desire to enforee
conditions that would be irksome to the men,
As o matter of faet the Government that
entered into an agreement with private pur-
chasers to buy sandalwood secured a quoia
Tor the prospectors.

My, Panton: The prospectors came a long
time after that.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not think so,

Mv. Pantgn: The prospectors were not
recognised wniil the present Government
took oflice. .

Hon. G- TAYLOR : 1 admit that that pro-
vision did not operate until the present
Government took office. It was only final-
ised at that time. The whole matter was
diseussed and hung up for about 10 months
owing to opposition from supporters of the
then Government as well as members off the
then Opposition. The result was that the
buyers got about £60,000 of royalty that the
Government would have gobt if the matter
had besn dealt with earlier in the year.
That, however, was the fault of Parliament.
Some of us were opposed to handing over
alt the sandalwood to an individual eom-
pany, and so were the members of the then
Oppoesition led by the present Premier. It
wus only later in the year that the matter
was finalised,  1Iowever, I do not think
theye is any necessity for this organisation.
If there is, perhaps the Premier will be
able to cnlighten mwe. I have a long letter
I wish to quote because it is the letter I
gave the Premier to read, and it enabled
him to urge that some steps should be taken
to assist those people ontside of the pros-
peclors’ quota, seeing that they had been
put out of cowrt by the Mines Departmeui.
The letter was written on the 15th August,
1928, and addressed to me, as follows:—

We have received your letter of the 6th
inst, enclosing lotter from the Under Secre-
tary for Mines. In that he states he has re-
epived a report in conmection with the Clif-
ford Bros., of Bdjudina, and that it is stated
thercin they have not complicd with the pros-
neeting regulations necessary to qualify them
for a prospector’s sandalwood order for the
current vear. For that reason he states he is

unable to ve-open our case with the Forests
Department.
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1 was urging at the time that the ease

should be re-opened.

But it seems he has not given the full eon-
tents of the reports. If he did i1 may give
us a chance of protecting ourselves from the
falsehvod in that report. It is very plain that
the Governmecut are determined to do us out
of our rights, So far they have suecceded
in foreing us inte debt. This we could aveid
1f we were granted the sandalwood order
which we were entitled to, We hold licenses to
pull sandalwood, but we are warned that we
must not puil before we are granted an order.
Now, sir, we wish to show you something of
what we have done in prospecting. There are
three shafts opposite our eamp, not wmore than
100 yards away. Those shafts are in a straight
line, aud sunk to a depth of 60 feet each, and
are connected by a drive which is more than
300 feet long. Thosc shafts are still in good
order. The drive is nlso in good order—as
good ns when we left it. This was a new line
‘of reef. We erushed from it about 170 tons
of stone, but it was of too low a grade to be
payable. We paid in wages, during the time
we worked it, 2 sum of £200, so we then aban-
doned the Jease., We then started to sink
prospecting shafts in abandoned ground south
and west of the ahovenamed shafts. We sunk
nine prospeeting shafts, and from ecaeh of
them we have erosscutted, the amount of eross
cutting averaging 40 feet from ench shaft.
That sinking and crosseutting. if paid for
in wages, would lave cost no less than £300.
though we have not reecived the value of onc
penny from it.

There is no doubt that the threc shafts con-
neeted by driving will he put inte use, per-
haps by those that are not vet horn. We hope
they will have better luck than we have had.
Later on we shifted down the linc and sunk
reveral shafis to water level. Some we had a
erushing from and some we had none. We
put in more than 12 years econtinuous pros-
pecting. We abways worked at our own ex-
pense, and we never asked the Government for
any assistance. In asking them for a sandal-
wood order, the prospector is asmsting the
Government, as they take from the resulis of
his labour for the 12 toms a sum of £108,
They ecall it royalty; we think tis most de
serving name is blood money. We lhave good
reason to think that the orders we had for
sandalwood last vear would help us out. We
had to pull cvery stiek of it over a flonded
and boggy lake. Tt was enough to make one
curse the day he was born, heeause, even hy
working part of the night as well as the day,
wo were unable to make an cight-hour wage,
Tt is worse still to know that the Governmem
are trying to make ws helieve we did wot do
enough prospecting.

Tt can be seen by our statements {hat we
have done more than our share of prospecting
in our past life: in fact. many others have
done a large amount of proxpecting at our
expense. We are placed in the position in
which we findl ourselves at present through
the unwise legislation of the Govern-
ment, and we may add, wmnjust legisla-
tion. A prospector who is allowed to pull 12
tong of sandalwood is foreed to do six months’
prospecting  without any compensation what-
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cver. At the snme time ancfher section of the
vommunity gets double that quantity, but ne
penalty is attached to them, The Government
must think that the prospectors are a very
inferior class of people, and that anything
is good enough for them. If six months’ pros-
pecting is a benefit to the Government, how
much more must 12 years of it be. The pros-
pector should be allowed at least £75 from the
royalty kept by the Government from the re
sults of his labour in pulling and cleaning
his sandalwood order., That weould still leave
the Government £33 for royalty. Then the
prospector would be relieved from the cruel
Form of slavery imposed upon him at present.
lie could do six months’ prospecting with a
light heart. At present he gocs to work with
a broken heart, knowing that he is a slave and
that he ia not allowed the means to do gix
months' prospecting. and so he must kil time
m the best wuy he can. We are sot making
this statement at random, nor yet for hoast.
We are making it through experience dearly
bought, We thank you very much for your
kindness in placing hefore the departments of
the Government our eorrespendence. I & J.
Clifford, Edjudina,
There is a lot of other correspondence, but
I thought it necessary to read what I have
vead in order that the ’remier, when we
come fo the Estimates of the Forests De-
partment, may make some statement that
will alleviate the feelings of those men. I am
confident that members who have been in
the baek country for any length of time
must realise how those men feel. Isolated
as they ave at Edjndina, they get a mail
only onee a week and ean reply once a fort-
night, and added to thai disndvantage they
are in straitened cireumstances. Those men
are very steady, saving, quiet chaps. The
member for Menzies met them when he
was travelling through there with my op-
ponent.

My, Panlon: I met so many 1 eannot re-
member them.

on. G. TAYLOR: Those two brothers
have kept a stove there for years. They
have stood by the prospectors. They have
been nnsnccessful themselves, because the
prospectors cannot pay them. They have
thonsands of pounds lying out, and have
now no money at all. I have a letter show-
ing that they have had to gei assistance
from friends to tide them over a difficult
period. I liope it will be possible to im-
prove matters for these people. Some re-
oreanisation is necessavy, and 1 {rust an
arrangement will be made that will be sat-
isfactory in the ecireumstances, Those peo-
ile wha were not granted orders un appli-
calinvn were denied them becanse they told
the truth, They were asked if they had
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been six months prospecting, and they re-
plied in the negative, although they were
within a short time of completing the six
wonthy. Others who were more competent
to look atter their own interests saw to it
that the position as stated did not militate
against their chanees.

Mr, Panton: There is not enough wood
to go round. Too many men are going after
it.

Hon. (. TAYLOR: That is because of
the position that was set up in regard to
the price of sandalwood. That commodity
is now worth £33 a ton at Fremantle.

Mr. Panton: The men have to go a long
way for it.

Hon. G, TAYLOR:
do thaf in any ease, Hardly anyone would
go in for it before, when sandalwood was
worth between £7 and £8 a ton. It is not
possible to cart sandalwood 120 miles when
only £7 or £8 a ton is paid tor if.

My, Panton: It costs about 1s. 6d. per
ton’ pet mile to get it to the rail.

"Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes. Between Suvuth-

ern. Cross and the limits from which san-
dalwood is now brought, there ig no chance
of the industry continuing for long unless
the men get an inereased prire TFor the
wood.  That is bhecanse of the long dis-
tance over which the wood has to be carted.
The cost works out at between 1s. and 1s.
8d. per ton per mile. Any inerease that
was allowed wauld have to be allnwed for
the cost of eartage. 1 do not think we can
reduce the price now allowed to the cleaner
of £16 a ton. IXf there was any reduetion,
he would not continue in the industry and
pay the eartage. I know the association
has not had much trouble in persuading
the Government ito give the prospector a
fair deal. I have been in as close touch
with the Mines and Forests Depariments on
the subject of sandalwood as has any other
member of the House. I could not have
expected to get better treatment than I re-
ceived. I judge it is the desire of the Gov-
ernment to meet the wishes of those people
who are getting sandalwood, and make their
position as good as possible. It is not
vecessary to have an orgaunisation to deal
with sandalwood. The AW.U. is repre-
senled on the ordinary sandalwood board,
and the Prospectors’ Association has a re-
presentative in Mr, Parlin on the prospeci-
ing hoard.

Mr, Panton: There is an advantage in
that.

[44]

They would have to
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Hon, G. TAYLOR: The secretary of
any organisation must find work for him-
self. He must be busy looking after the
vequirementys of the members. In Parlia-
went we have a Honse Committee, It never
thinks it is doing its duty vnless it is
luoking atter the interests of members, and
finding fault with someone.

Mr. Chesson: And others find fault with
the Comuittee,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That invariably hap-
pens with all organisations. The sandal-
wood can well be left in the hands of the
Government. 1t is not necessary to have
any association te act for the cutrers or
¢leaners. I wizh to revert to the case of
Mr. Lawson to which I have already re-
ferred. Owing to the neglect of the depart-
ment, Mr. Lawson had to spend about £50.
The case weni against him. This would not
have happened if the regulations had been
complied with, The matier was not
pleaded before the warden in a straightfor-
ward manner. The property was subse-
quently sold for £400. In my opinion, Mr.
l.awson should be eompensated beeause the
Aet and the regulahons were not camed
out.

Mr. Marshall: He had the alternative of
manning the lease.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It was very hard
upon him. Not only did he lose that money,
but he had to come to Perth and had a lot
of anxiety over the matter. No one likes
to be defeated in a rightful ¢laim. If peo-
ple are convinced of the justice of their
elaim they will stick to it to the last penny.
I am sorry [ cannot suggest any method by
which he can be eompensated.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.10}: T am
surprigsed that, notwithstanding the in-
erease in revenue, the Premier anticipates
a deficit at the end of the eurrent finaneial
year. One almost questions the correet-
ness of the sonbriquet “Lueky Phil.”’ T do
not know if the Premier will be jrstified in
retaining that title. We have had a series
of good seasons and liberal nssistance from
the Federal Government. Large sums of
monev have also been given to us for road
construction. In the circumstances I am
amazed that we have had so much unem-
ployment.

Mr. Sleeman: I thought you told the
Maltese there was no unemployment here.
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Mr. SAMPSON: I said that in my opin-
ion the Maltese would make suitable mi-
grants for the North-West. That terri-
tory is not being adequately used. The
Maltese are white, consequently their ad-
mission would not interfere with the White
Australia poliecy. They are also British.

Mr, Sleeman: We admit that. Did you
not advise them to eome out in large num-
bers becanse there was no unemployment
in the State?

Mr. SAMPSON: I said that in the pri-
mary producing districts of Western Aus-
tralia there was practically no unemploy-
ment. That was true then, if it is not true
to-day. When the late Government went
out of office there was no unemployment
in the State.

Mr. Sleeman: Was there not?

Mr. SAMPSON: The records will prove

that.
Mr. Sleeman: You bave a bad memory.
Mr. SAMPSON: I wish to show the

amount that is now being derived from the
land tax. In 1923-24, the last year of
office of the late Government, £71,449 was
produced from this source. Last year,
1927-28, the amount produced was £162,906.
That is £10,008 more than double what was
prevously colleeted. It represents an in-
erease of approximately 114 per eent. This
is sufficiently serious to cause members to
give the matier grave consideration. It is
admitted as a trnism that taxation of land
is in the form of a double tax. The far-
mers pay income tax, and to impose a fur-
ther tax on land, the implement by which
the income is produced, savours of collec-
tion oo two counts. My recent trip abroad
gave me an opportunity to observe many
things. T noticed the comparatively large
consumption of fruit and vegetables on the
Continent and in Canada and California. 1
particularly noticed the popularity of fruit.
Every restaurant, cafeteria, and hotel pro-
vides for its customers a wide selection of
fruit. The slogan ‘‘Eat more fruit’’ is cer-
tainly lived up to in those parte of the
world. In the British Isles, particularly in
London, great attention was given to Em-
pire marketing. Wherever the visitor
goes he sees EBmpire marketing signs such
as, “Eat Australian fruit”; “Tat Aunstralian
apples; British {o the core” and other
notices of the kind. London is the
greatest market in the world for food
stuffs. There arrive in Lovndon daily food-
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stuffs to the value of £1,300,000. When we
contemplate the enormous trade that is
available, we must become bewildered by
the tremendons importations of food sup-
plies into Great Britain. Importations are
made from practically every country iu the
wortd. Apples are imported from Canada,
New Zealand. South Africa, the Continent,
the United States of Ameriea and, of
course, from Ausiralia, The apples from
the Continent are poor in quality, but there
are immense supplies of them, Under the
heading of eitrus fruits, supplies are re-
ceived from Scuth Africa, Spain, and
U.8.A,, while other countries also forward
supplies. From the Canary lslands bananas
are obtained, and from a number of coun-
tries Britain draws her potato supplies. Evemn
Malta supplies her quota.

Mzr. Lindsay: Of what?

Mr. SAMPSON: During my investiga-
tions in London I was surprised to find
that Western Australia did not provide
a greater proportion of the food sup-
plies of the Homeland. Western Ausiralia
enjoys a good name for the quality of her
products. Western Australian wool and
wheat are very highly prized, and the ap-
ples from this State rank as of the highest
quality of all the apples that reaech the
Mother Country. We enjoy a partieularly
good name for onr produets, better than
that of any other country, ircluding
of course, the Eastern States of Australia.
There is very little to complain about con-
cerning our exports, but I have a few sug-
gestions lo make, particularly in regard to
the casing of apples. It was regrettable
that the supply of Western Australian ap-
ples was short this year, We sent some of
our apples to the Continent, but not nearly
in such large quantities as in previcus
years. The reason for this was that the
erop last season was a scanty onme. The
market in Britain is always available for
Western Australian frait, because our lines
reach London at the right time. I venture
the opinion that London will lend money
to develop this State and therefore devel-
opmental work may be taken up here with
greater vigour than in recent years. Our
interest bills need not be paid in money
but in the shape of foodstnfls. Thus
we have a most attractive and
certain market for our snpplies, and we
have the most attractive means by which
payments can be made. Last year the im-
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ports inte Western Australia totalled about
£18,000,000, and our exports reached about
the same figure. On top of that, we have
£3,000,000 payable annually on account of
interest. If we develop our State, as it can
be developed, and produce lines for which
there is such a splendid market sbroad, it
need not overtax the imagination to pieture
a fleet of vessels running regularly from
Western Anstralia to the 01d Country, laden
with the produee of the State. When in Lon-
don I had the pleasure of meeting Major
E. G. Monro, who is the head of the big
fruit marketing conecern of G. Monro, Litd.,
at Covent Garden. Major Monro was good
enough to give me several interviews, and
sobsequently he furnished me with a letter
in which he set out some suggestions that
may be helpfnl to Western Australian
growers. In the course of his communiea-
tion Major Monro said—

In angwer to your request for a fow mupg-
gestiona to impreve the results the West Aus-
tralian grower receives for hia fruit, the most
important thing is the marketing. In my
opinion, the best way to do this i for your
growers’ federation to send a salaried man
over here, eonsign all your fruit to him, and

give him a free hand to distribute to those
hrokers he finds best.

When we realise that this gentleman is the
head of a big froit broking firm, hon. mem-
bers will believe that be did not write those
words in a selfish spirit but with the in-
terest of this part of the Empire very closa
to his heart. He realises that our present
methods are not 100 per cent. effieient, and
so he puis forward these excellent sugges-
tions. At a later stage I shall refer to the
action New Zenland has taken. Major
Monro continned -—

The brokera selected should be sprend over
England, and there should not be more than
one in a small town and up to three in a
city. The greater number of people selling

on commigaion in any market, the less control
the brokers can have on the prices.

Tt is gratifying to have this endorsement
of statements made by those who believe
that more orderly marketing ean be brought
ahout by the assistance that could be ren-
dered by someone who would devote bis
efforts to that end. Major Monro pro-
ceeded :—

The representative should have the books of
all brokers handling Western Austrglian fruit
examined bv & chartered accountant. Hand-
ling all fruit from the State, he would be in
a pogition to divert to or from the Continment.
Account sales conld he handed to him or sent
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dircet to Australin, as is desired, Cases: The
red-wood case is liked here, but many apples
are found to be bruised. I think if the wood
waa cut thinner for the pides, top and bottom,
this would allow a certain amount of give,
and the fruit would travel better. The liabil-
ity of the red-wood to split could be counter-
balanced by wiring. Wrapping paper: There
is no doubt that wrapping paper branded with
a niee design adds to the attractiveness, and,
cousequently, the selling value of the fruit,

The suggestion Major Monro mekes regard-
ing our jarrah cases is very helpful beeause,
while the apples arrvive in London in com-
paratively first-class condition, some of the
fruit is braiged on account of the hard sides
of the cases. The flexibility that would be
gained by adopting Major Monro’s sugges-
tion would be helpful, particnlarly as he
gets over the splitting diffenity in his sug-
gestion for wiring. In addition to produc-
ing good frnit, we should be coneerned
about the marketing of our articles, Ans-
tralian fruit, and partienlarly Tasmanian
fruit, is unattractively cased, Other comn-
tries, such as California, New Zealand, and
the United States of America generally,
place on their cases attractive lithoed
labels. The guestion of labelling eases has
often been discussed, and it has sometimes
been stated that this would have no effect
npon prices. It was suggested that as the
fruit was not sold from the case, the consumer
would not be interested. I went into this
matter with brokers at Covent Garden, and
one gentleman said, “I most decidedly attach
importance to the proper labelling of eases.
This helps much in the sale of fruit. Uni-
formity is all-important, because the buyer
then knows what he is buying.” It is a com-
monplace to say that packing is of great
importance. T am informed ¢hat in
South Africa the growers have a preat ad-
vantage over those operating in other
conntries because the natives do this work.
Their operations are practically mechanical,
and they do as they are told. The result is
that one ease is the replica of another. The
broker I refer to also =aid, “The South
Afriean packing of deciduous fruits is the
best in the world. The fruit comes in first-
class condition; claims for damages are
very rare, and all South Afriean fruit is
pre-cooled” I do not snggest that omr
fruit should be packed by natives; our
patives are nof built upon lines that womld
make for suceess in that direction. Tt
means, however, that we must adopt the
latest and best methods of gradinz fruit by
machinery. That has been done in some of
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the larger centres such as DBridgetown and
Mt. Barker, 25 well as at Karragullen. That
method should become more general. As
this broker pointed out, South Afriean iruit
is pre-cooled, It must be appreciated that
it is high time Western Ausiralia estab-
lished a pre-cooling refrigerator on the Fre-
mantle wharf. Some such provision has
been promised for upwards of a guarter of
a eentury, and 1 hope, now there is a move
tfowards inereased harbour aceommodation,
that these facilities will be provided. Lo send
our fruit away without pre-cosling it is to
invite disaster. Under existing constitions
fruit is sometimes not reduced in temperature
unti) it has been on the waler for two or
three weeks. T also made inquiries among
ilie (‘ovent Garden broker: io ascertain the
esteem in which Australian fruit is held.
I was advised that Tasmanian fruit was
regavded as bad. I refer particularly to
apples, and they certainly apjeared to be
most unaitractive. The cases were soiled
end were constructed of wood that showed
stains, The whole appearance was most
unattractive in the eases, while the fruit
itself was far from prime. I was also told
that the condifion of Y ictorian fruit had
improved, and that New South Wales fruit
was good. I am pleased to state, however,
that they informed me the Western Aus-
tralian fruit was the best of all. One dilli-
culty that hs arisen has bLeen occasioned
by the irregularity of Western Australian
supplics. As the result of the short erop
last year, the brokers who handle Western
Australian fruit in London were ecompelled
to take another line and thev supplied their
¢lients with New Zealand apples. That was
all right for the Xew Zealand growers, but
was mosi unsatisfaetory for the Western
Australian  producers Dbecauvse the latter,
having established a fine reputation for their
produee, will naturally snffer because of the
irrecularity of supplies. We may recall the
words of the ex-Agent General, Sir IHal
Colebatch, when he referred to the high re-
gard in which the red-case—Western Aus-

tralian—apples were held. The New
Zealand grower has a big advantage
over the Australian grower in that the

New Zealanders are helped by an officer
who is loeated in London during the apple-
growing season, Mr., H. E. Stephens is a
member of the New Zealand Export Control
Board and he has been appointed London
representative. T had the pleasure of meet-
ing him when I was in London and was im-
pressed with the common-sense view he took
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of the business. When [ left I was more
than ever impressed with the tact that the
appointment of an ollicer having full power
over the selling of fruii was in the highest
degree desirable in the interests of the pro-
ducers. Mr. Stephens has full power over
the destination of New Zealand fruit sent
overseas. He has the power to divert the
fruit from one port to another. Members
will readily realise that, since the whole
market might alter in the course of a few
days, the fact of New Zealand’s representa-
tive having four to siax weeks advantage
over Australian shippers in determining the
destination of the fruit is of tremendous
value to the Dominion. New Zealand is
indeed profiting because of that, Some 12
months ago, 1 might recall, the Ausiralian
growers had au opportunity to vote -for or
against bringing into operation & Federal
Fruit Export Act. The Federal Minister for
Markets, Mr. Paterson, visited Woestern
Australia and explained the measure, and
to the eredit of growers in this State let me
say they were wise enough by vote to approve
the proposal that Australia should appoint
a representative in Lendon with similar
power to that exercised by the New Zealand
representative, The Tasmanian growers, T
regret to say, were not us wise as our grow-
ers; they preferred to continue the old
system that had obtanired from the time
when apples were first shipped abroad In-
stead of snpporting a system that would
enithle them to determine the destination of
their apples at the late:t possible moment,
they preferred to determine it in Hobart or
other point of shipmenl. Ii is obvious,
therefore, that New Zealand must benefit
seeing it has the advantage of being able to
divert its fruit to the market that, in the
opinion of the London representative, is most
favourable at the moment. 1 realise, as 1
am sure, most growers do, that Australia is
worse off hecause of that decision I hope
another opportunity will be piven to the
growers to consider it, and if it is T am con-
vinced they will not iepeat the mistake.
When I was in Ottawa I discussed this
matter with an acknowledged expert, and
he expressed the opinion that the Australian
growers had made a huoge mistake in not
taking the opportunity presented to them.
London is the best market in the world for
all fruit—I dare say it is the best market
for most things—but the care exercised in
Covent Garden and other markets in the
handling of fruit is an eye-openmer. Fruit
is handled as carefully as if it were
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a new-horn baby; in fact a new-born baby
could not be handled - with greater care.
‘Potatoes from the Channel Islands reach the
market packed in fine-ground peat and- ne
risk is run in respect to maintaining the
-potatoes in good condition. The peat is
dampened from time to time and thus the
shrivelling of the potatoes is avoided.
Imagine such care being taken in Australia!
We certainly are not accnstomed to any-
thing of that kind. With such care it is
possible to hold pofatoes in first-class condi-
tion for a period up to four months.
Tomatoe, irom Teneriffe are packed in saw-
dust. Iot-house peaches arrive on trays,
each peach in a sepavate cell. Others from
Spain, France, Ttaly and Belgiom are
packed in wood wool, as though they were
egps, and in grading they are as alike as
peas. What I have said of fruit applies
also to vegetables, which also are treated
with the greatest of care.

Hon. G. Tayilor: Yon are not suggesting
that we should ship vegetables to England?

Mr. SAMPRON: Not at ptesent. But
as the science of refrigeration advaneces,
there are =ome vegetables that may be
shipped from Anstralia. The views 1 have
expressed are well supported by Mr. P. V.
Manger, of the Overseas Farmers' Co-
operative Tederation, London, who was
good enough to writc me on the subject.
In his letter Mr. Maunger said—

My investigations of the fruit marketing
positian here lead mr to the conclusion that
to achieve any degree of success, exporting
Statos must in the first plave establish z high
reputation for the quality and pack of the
produets, and having achieved that, wmust
rigoronsly and jealously maintain that stand-
ard, thereby ereating a keen and eontinuously
growing demand for that fruit. The impera-
tive nceessity for this hecomes inereasingly
manifest when it is realired that the huge im-
ports into the United Kingdom from praeti-
eally all over the globe, are on an inereasing
scale, hoth as regards bulk and range of vari-
cties and kindg, whieh, the puablie’s greater
diserimination in the seleetion of their pur-
chases, renders the prospect of profitably
marketing other than prime fruits—except on
comparatively rare oceasions when supplies
are very short—very poor indeed. And this,
notwithstanding  the  satisfactory  results
already achieved and still being obtained
from the intensive propaganda of ‘‘Eat MMore
Fruit’’ campaign.

It ias with some justifiable pride I can say
that Western Aunstralia is second to »none in
the reputation she has deservedly won for her
apples.

Regarding distribution: Tt is very neces-
sary that esch Siate or dominien prowers’
organisation shonl@ have a representative in
London possessed of an intimate knowledge
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of markets and conditions obtaining both here
and overscas. Suech representative should. of
course, have complete contre]l of consignments,
with full “discretion regarding distributiowu,
q]locatlon, and time of disposal.

It is my definite conviction that there are
far too wany dircet reeeivers of Australian
fruits here, a8, under such conditions, anmong
muny nnportant and even vital considerations,
the tendency ia for competition to develop ex-
cessively with sellers rather than with buyers,
with obvious consequences. L consider it of
first impertance that disposal of consignments
he coufined to a reasenuble number of good,
sound, and reputable firms, and that brokers
and salesmen should not be placed in the posi-
tion of financing growers in anticipation of
realisations,

Hepresvnfatives of each State or dominion
whose products are being marketed simmltan-
cously should, and could, work in full eo-
wperation so as to aveid or mitigate the over-

feeditg of certain markets and the starving of

nthers, as well as many other difficulties “and
pitfalls. .

With respect to ports of discharge for all
ves:sels, it is, of coursc, too early, when book-
ing spaee or e¢ven when actnal‘l\ loading, ac-
vurately to foreeast prospects of markets nom-
inated to be served when the vessel iz sche-
duled te arrive. MMueh could be done by the
London representative when the ships are with-
in u week or su of uJestination, provided sufti-
cient weight of stuff was being concentrated
through the one channel, Of ¢ourse, many ob-
stacles have to be overcome beforc such a de-
sirable state is achicved; nevertheless it will
have to come, and the measure to which the
United States of Ameriea and even New Zea-
lant are at prescut deing this is one of the
many advantoges they have secured over Aus-
tralia. New Zealaund is making remarkable
progress in  her export, and personally I
trankly admit I like her metbods here, which
I consider are being proved to be both effi-
cient and eeenomieal.

Juat g word regarding varieties: most States
export far too many, and the sooner they
appreciate the immense value of confining
their cxports to o few of the most favoured
varietivs {by commencing judicious and svs-
tenatic gratting) the better it will he for
individual and the trade generally.

It is noteworthy the support Mr. Mauger
gives to the statements of Major Monro.
Those gentlemen are connected with
businesses quite separate, and they are
two gentlemen of many who expressed simi-
lar sentiments to me. 'The investigations
I was able to make justify me in saying
without the slightest mental reservation that
those viewpoints are typical of those of the
leaders of fruit marketing in London, and
as such should be taken to heart by Aus-
trelian growers generally. During my stay
in London I had an opportunity to visit the
Smithfield meat market. There I found that
Argentine chilled beef predominates and
controls the market for imported beef. Some
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of the reasons given for that are—(1) the
superior quality and regular grading of the
Argentine article; - (2) the low prices of
Argentine beef; (3) the fact that the meat
is chilled, and consequently is as near to
the fresh lkdlled state as possible; (4) regu-
larity of supplies. The butchers of the Old
Country can raly upon receiving weekly
gupplies, and also on exeellent quality being
available at a reasonable price.

Mr, Marshall: Would not you infer that
the regularity of supplies is due principally
to Argentine’s geographical position?

Mr, SAMPSON: No,

Mr. Marshall: Of course it is.

Mr. SAMPSON: I will explain that pre-
sently, and I am sure the hon. member will
then agree with me that, no matter how close
Australia might be to the market, the pre-
sent condition of its stoek would make it im-
possible for us to provide regular supplies
that would compete with Argentine chilled
beef. Argentine heef i3 sold at a reason-
able price, but yet gives a good margin of
profit. In London chilled meat holds the
domestic trade. ¥rozen meat is unpopular,
and is unsaleable when chilled meat is avail-
able.

Mr. Stubbs:
popularf

Mr. SAMPSON: It does not compare in
quality with chilled meat. I have some
notes on that subjeet to which I shall refer
later, The frozen meat supplied by Aus-
tralia and New Zealand is required prinei-
pally for the army and navy. There is also
some market for it on the Continent. In all
eontracts price counts for very mueh, Tha
same thing applies to the Continent where
the struggle for existence is very severe
compared with what it is in many
perts of the British Empire. I would
like to indieate the grip the Argen-
tine meat packers have on the world’s
markets. On the s.5. “Largs Bay,” on which
I travelled as far as Malta, Argentine beef
was supplied. It was certainly excellent in
quality, and it would be impossible to find
fault with ift. I bad an opporiunity at

Why is frozen meat not

the Smithfield meat market, of com-
paring the Argentine and Australian
beef.  Argentine beef is wonderfully

uniform in eharacter. The quantity sent for-
ward by the shippers or packers is carefully
controlled. This means that reasonable
prices are maintained. The Australian beef
sent to Smithfield was very mixed in quality,
and there was no grading done. The Argen-
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tine beef is scientifically bred. One has only
to see the beef to realise that however well
done the dressing may be, dressing alone
can never take the place of breeding. Last
year not five per cent. of the Austiralian

beef marketed in london was first
grade. Variation in quality is disas-
trous. Before Australia c¢an compete

with the Argentine, much must be done,
It is stated that our liability to drought is
one of the obstacles, That is not fthe real
obstacle. The opinion expressed by a gen-
tleman who, I believe, is thoroughly quali-
fied to give an opinion, was that it was
necessary to improve our breeding of stock.
If that were done, grading would be pos-
sible, and the general out-turn of beef would
be improved. As the Wyndham meat
works are at the last port of call, unless
unexpected delays at other poris occur, the
meat from that establishment would arrive
in the Old Country in good eondition.
Experimental shipments of echilled meat
have been made during recent months. I
was advised that these were very suecess-
ful. They arrived from Wyndham in per-
fect condition. If it were possible to ship
chilled meat direct and maintain a regular
weekly supply, it is certain that a big mar-
ket for Australian meat could be secured,
provided that the breeding and eonsequently
the grading of the beef were given due con-
sideration, It is not considered advisable
to cool store chilled beef. In Smithfield and
other Epglish markets it is the custom for
Argentine shippers to clean up the market,
no matter what price may be obtained. It
is with the object of maintaining a reason-
ably geod price that consideration is given
to the quantity shipped to London each
week. I am advised that there is at present
a shortage of beef in the United States, and
that New Zealand has sent forward several
shipments fo that country., I am also in-
formed that the United States are disin-
clined to import Argentine beef because of
the fear of foot and mouth disease. It is
possible, however, that if the shortage be-
comes more acute there will be no alterna-
tive but to depend upon Argentine for
beef. Before that happens Australia should
be given the opportunity to tap the United
States market. Foot and mouth disease is
reported to be in existence in Holland, and
in consequence the importation of meat
from the Continent is prohibited. Tt is
quite possible also that the importation of
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Argentine beef into England will be pro-
hibited. Since the disease is carried in frozen
as well as <¢hilled meat, much anxiety is
felt in England. 1f Australia cannot sup-
ply beef equal to that of Argentine, either
in a frozen or chilled state, it may mean
that, notwithstanding the fear of foot and
mouth disease, the importation of the Ar-
gentine erticle may continne. There ia un-
doubtedly a big future in Europe for Aus-
tralian beef. The guestion the producers of
beef have to ask is, whether those coneerned
will take the necessary steps to improve the
breeding, as well as inerease the numbers of
their stock. However good the beef may be,
there must be regularity of supply in order
that the market may be held. We might ask
what aection the State Government propose
to take. The time has arrived when our
cattle should be improved in quality and our
meat should be better graded. It is neces-
sary, too, that ample supplies of first-grade
quality should be available.

Mr. Marshall: You are aware that the
Government have asalready imported stud
bulls for the cattle growers,

Mr. SAMPSON: The Government have
done something, but will have to do more if
the industry is to make that progress which
is essential for its proper development.

Mr. Marshall: What about the individual
grower helping himself?

Mr. SAMPSON: If individual growers
reslised the position, I think they ‘would
take such steps as were necessary to remedy
the defect. Western Australia can never he-
gome 2 beef-producing country, mnd the
growers can never prosper unless they breed
scientifically,. Almost all the meat that
comes from the Wyndham meat works is
of second grade. An improvement in the
breed of the caitle is a first consideration.
To bring this ebout, it will be necessary to
make a sustained effort over a period of
years. I have said before that Wyndham is
the last port of call for Australian beef. If
the suggestion that has been put forward is
adopted, a suecessful and profitable business
is quite possible. It may be implied from
my remarks that T am eriticising the man-
agement of the Wyndham meat works. 1
should like to express the view that London
people have eoncerning the manner in which
the Wyndham meat is dressed. These arve
the exact words given to me by a leading
dealer: “Mr. McGhie, who controls the

1221

Wyndham meat works, knows the problems
be is up against only too well, and I Jmow
he has the interests of your State at heart.
I must eay in spite of his diffienlties, there
ure no freezing works in Australia that turn
out their products in better shape than Mr.
McGhie is doing at Wyndham, and the
works are certainly worthy of the support
of all growers.” It is very gratifying to
learn that the manager of the Wynd-
ham meat works enjoys such a good repu-
tation. He is regarded as one who turns out
meat in the best way possible. Dressing,
however, cannot make up for laek of breed-
ing, Hence the importance of giving con-
sideration to the suggestions I have put
forward. Another subjeet inquired into was
the export of lambs to London, Lasf season
a small consignment was sent forward from
the Fremantle freezing works, This turned
out vemarkably well, The importance of
combining the preduction of fat lambs with
farming was pointed out. I have no desire
te pose #3 one who is teaching his grand-
mother to suck egegs. 1 am not trymg to
teach the farmer his business, but, as these
views are not my own, I venture to express
them. The importance of combining the
production of Jambs with wheat growing and
other kinds of farming will no doubt be
recognised more and more. The combined
interest of farmers in this subjeet would,
I believe, lead before long to the receipt of
substantial returns by those engaged in the
industry. 1 have referred to the importance
of migration within the Empire. That was
in answer to an interjection by an hon.
member. A contepted people is an em-
ployed people. If our North-West were
peopled as it will be some day, far more
work would be available for others who
live in the State, for our secondary indns-
tries, and associated industries It is our
duty to take the initistive. If we fail to
do this of our own free will, it may be done
for us by others.

Mr. Marshall: The first thing to do is to
repeal the 1917 Land Aet.

Mr, SAMPSON: There is no shortage of
land in Western Ausiralia,

Mr. Marshall: There is not & foot of suit-
able land within reasonable distance of a
railway or seaport.

Mr. SAMPSON: More railways are
needed to develop the country. Surely it
is unwise that we should hold these big
areas in comparative idleness,
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Myr. Marshail: The land is too far away,
1t is unprontable to work.

My, oaAMPBON: The manager of a fao-
tory would not allow portion of his equip-
ment to lie idle if he could help it. Lf he
did, he could not compete with others in tne
same indusiry. How long could we stand
up in competifion with the needs of the
world in respect of area? Populaiion in
many conntries is growing rapidly, and i
we are (o live in peace we must oeccupy our
territory. So far as the North is concerned,
we are not progressing as rapidly as any
one of us would wish, and therefore I ven-
ture to put forward the suggestion as fo
the employment of ithe white people of the
Meditervanean, the Maltese, who are Brit-
ishers, as a possible solution. Those who
express the opinion that the North shouid
remain in idleness——

The Premier: Any number of our own

people are willing to take up land ‘in tie
North.
" Mr. SAMPSON: Then I wish they would
take i, and oceupy it, and develop it. 1t
is an immense territory, in which the island
of Malta could be lost for years. It is so
enormous a territory that the mind is
almost staggered to contemplate it—
1,000 000 square miles with only 40,000
people. And here is another British terri-
tory, the island of Malta, containing 150
square miles and carrying a population of
between 200,000 and 250,000. Whatever
suggestion is put forward will be criticised,
and a very good thing that it should be;
but I feel that I should be lacking e my
duty, realising the position as T believe it
to be, if T failed to express my opinion in
in regard to the need for populating the
northern part of onr State, and populating
it with wh’t~ people, British people, at the
earliest possible moment.

[XMr. Panton took the Chair.]

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [9.3]: The
Premier budgets for a deficit of £94,000
in a highly prosperous year. The last fin-
ancial year, too, was one of the most pros.
perous this eountry has known. Tt is
greatly to be regretted that last year our
finances shonld have gone to the bad by
£34,000, and that they are expected to fall
behind to the extent of £34,000 in the ecur-
rent vear. This vear's revenue is estimated
by the Treasurer at £10.227,000 and the ex-
penditure at £10,317,000. One matter as
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to whick I am somewbat dubious is the
amowrt of £850,000 placed to suspense ae-
counl. Are our obligations being fulfilled,
and is due provision being made for sink-
ing fund? What would be the resuli if
the Financial Agreement were rejected? I
suppose we wonld have to fioat a loan and
0 mmake up the deliciency. ‘[he present
pusition is peculiar, because in a few weeks
the financial referendum will be before the
people.

Mr, Latham: Thev, will not know what
they are voting on.

Mr. BROWN: What is the attitude of
the State Government on that question?
They introduced the measure to rutify the
Financial Agreement, and that measure was
passed. However, we know the attitude
of the Labour Party in the Federal I'arlia-
menl. They ave. advising the people to
tura down the agreement, and they promise
in that event to restore the per capita pay-
ments, L .

Mr, Kenneally: You do uot koow what
rou are talking about. R

Mr. BROWN: The people will have to
he cnlightened ax “tw the actual position;
and urged to vute in favour of the Finaneial
Apreement. Do the State Government in-
tend to take any stand in the matter?

Mr, Kenueally: The people will not be
voling on the. Financial Agreement. .
i Mr. BROWN.: Certainly, The refer-
endum will be on the Finaneial Agreement.

Me. Kemnenlly: No. The people will be
voting on the question of the alteration
of the Tederal Constitution, and not on the
Financial Agreement.

Mr. BROWX: The people will have fo
ratify the Finanecial Agreement. From the
Press we know that the Prime Minister is
now advising the people to vote in favonr
of it. Yel the member for East Perth says
the Financial Agreement has nothing at all
to do with the matter.

Mr. Lindsay: He is facing both ways:
Federal and State,

Mr. BROWN: What will he the effect
on State finanee if the apgreement iz not
rafified ] As regards Western Australia it
will make no difference, provided the other
Sfates ratify the agreement. There musl
be a majority in four States. If two
States turn down the agreement and four
States vote in favour of it, it will make
no difference. Still, the position is most
peculiar from a financial aspeet. Perhaps
the system of per eapita payments wonld be



[16 Ocroeer, 1928.)

best for Western Australia. We were ail
satistied with that. Still, Mr. Bruee dis-
tinetly tells us that the per capita pay-
ments will not be reinstated in the event of
his Government being returned to power.
To my mwind there is every indication of
such a result.

Mr. Kenneally: Mr. Seullin has told
you definitely that Labour, if returned, will
reinstate the per capita payments.

Mr. BROWN: But he has not told us
that he will give us the 25s, per head.

Mr, Kenneally: Yes. He is pledged to
that.

Mr. BROWN: Neither has he told us how
he will make np the deficiency in the Fed-
eral finanees, what extra taxes he will have
to impose in order to make it up. I am
indeed pleased that the strike which has
threatened Western Australia’s prosperity
is nearing its end.

Mr. Sleeman: The lock-out, you mean,
not the strike.

Mr. BROWXN: Something shonld be done
az regards the Arbitration Aet. What is
the use of an Arbitration Court hearing
both sides and delivering an award, if one
side or the other will not abide by it?

Hon. G. Taylor: What do you suggest?

Mr. BROWN: I know this is a Federal
matter. 8§till, we too have an Arbitration
Court,

Mr., Sleeman: What would you do with
a Qovernment ihat would not allow the
men to work when they were willing to
work under the award?

Mr. BROWN: So far as I know, work
was always available for the men under the
laws of the land. In my opinion, work was
not heing dons under those conditions,

Mr. Sleeman: The men agreed to work
under the award, and the Federal Govern-
ment wounld not allow them.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. BROWN: However, the matter is
now likely to be settled, and strife shonld
not be stirred up again. In a few weeks all
our ports should be working and our ship-
ping and commerce no longer held up. Now
let me say a few words regording State fin-
ance and our future prosperity. Undoubt-
edly Western Australia is a pastoral and
agricultural country, and depends entirely
on the prosperity of the agricultural and
pastoral industries. There are now indica-
tions that as the resalt of want of rain the
yield from some of our wheat lands will not
be as good as was anticipated. This is,
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in o sense, a ealamity; but Western Auatra-
lia is by no means faced with a failure.
This country has perhaps the most assured
rainfall in the whole of Australia. Un«
doubtedly our agricultural and pastoral re-
turns have been good for a long period.
The history of tbe Eastern Siates shows that
they have passed through dry seasons in
almost every three or four years. Here the
seasons have been excelleni for the last
eight or ten years. Even if we have a dry
season this time, it will be the first for a
very long period. Still, it will reflect on
State finance if the wheat crop, instead of
heing 40,000,000 hushels, amounts to only
20,000,000, If the farmers and sheep
growers should receive £3,000,000 or £4,000,-
000 less this year than last year, the people
of the towns, and especially the people of
5o large a town as Perth, are bound to
suffer. All our towns depend direetly upon
the prosperity of our wheat and stock lands.

Mr. Sleeman: Cheer up and hope for the
best !

My, RROWN: I have known times when
there was doubt as to the harvest and Octo-
ber rains came along to put 2 different eom-
plexion altogether on things. Let us hope
for that this year. In ten years our wheat
yield has inereased from 9,303,787 hushels
to 35,187,195 bushels. During the same
period of ten years the export value of our
wheat has risen from £437,709 to £6,994,528.

Hon. G. Taylor: And still the farmers
are grumbling!

Mr. BROWN: They are not grumbling.

ATr. Marshall: Well, their representatives
are.

Mr. BROWX: T am not grumbling. I wish
to point out that many of us would not be
here to-day but for the farmer ontback, the
man who goes pioneering. I do not like to
sea so much wheat exported from Western
Australia. T would rather sece a greater
quantity of flour experfed. Last year West-
ern Australia sent away 52,132 tons of flour.
If we could export ten times that quantity
of flour, it would leave us a quantity of bran
and pollerd with which we conld do a great
deal in the raising of pigs and in the de-
velopment of the dairying industry. West-

ern Australia last year had to import
£198,000 worth of bacon and hams,
and £500,000 worth of butter and

cheese. It would be greatly to the advan-
tage of this State if we ground much more
flour and kept the offal. The value of our
livestock has increased materially, but one
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has to deplore the fact that at to-day's wool
sales there has been a drop of about 15 per
cent. on last year's values, This will reflect
materially on our finances.

The Premier: I am glad youn are aware of
these things. You will understand that it
will not be my fault next year if things do
not turn out well.

Mr. BROWN: The Premier should be ex-
tremely careful that no extravaganee oecurs
in the finances of the country.

The Premer: This is a good defence in
anticipation.

Mr. Lindsay: The Premier gets the good
years, and must take the others too.

Mr. BROWN: Western Australia would
be different from all other parts of the
world if it did not pass through lean years,
though we have not had an ahsolutely lean
year so far, T admit that 1914 was a very
bad year. What has kept our railways
busy? The railway system of Western Aus-
tralia 15 the only one in the Commonwealth
that is paying. There was a splendid man
at the head of affairs, and he had a splendid
staff under him, and the result was that our
railways, notwithstanding their enormous
mileage, proved payable. That faet alone
shows that our couniry is progressing. If
the Government only keep an eye on the
finances, they will be giving every emcour-
agement to the people on the land.

Mr. Teesdale: Cut down the freights for
the country areas?

Mr. BROWN: I am sure the Minister
for Railways will bear me out when I say
that our freights and fares are lower than
those charged by railways in other parts of
Australia.

Mr. Teesdale: You have done your dash
now! TYou will never get them down any
lower!

Mr. BROWN: I do not altogether attri-
bute that fact to the good administration of
our railways, but rather to the prosperity
and energy of the people in the backblocks.
There are a number of new railways that
have to be constructed and improvements (o
existing lines that have to be ecarried out.
As these will be dealt with under the Loan
Estimates, I shall not refer to them at this
juncture. The main object I had in rising
to speak on the Estimates was to refer fo
a phase of our land problem. This year has
been an objeet lesson for us. T was snrprised
and hurt when I heard the Premier remark
the other night that we must not make any
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tnore loans on light land; that a man hod
no business to take up light land unless he
had cash with which to work the land.

The Premier: I did not say that at all

Mr. BROWN: To my great surprise, the
Leader of the Opposition supported the
Premier,

Mr. Teesdale: I do not think either of
them said anything of the sort!

Mr. BROWN: Let any practical man
travel througbout the wheat belt, and he will
find the best crops on light land.

Mr. Sleeman: Does not the Agricultural
Bank advance on light land?

Mr. Griffiths: Yes, up to 50 per cent.

Mr. BROWN: I can give hon. members
a specific instance to prove my statement
that the Bank does not make advances on

‘light land. If the bank makes a praetice of

advancing on some light land propositions,
why should not the trustees advance money
on other light land, basing their decision on
the merits of each block? T realise that it
would be a mistake to interfere with the
policy of the Agricultural Bank Trustees,
and 1 know that if Ministers interfered in
that direction it might lead to disaster. Af{
the same time, I think the Government could
introduce legislation fo enable light land
blocks to be dealt with on their merits. Two
or three weeks ago sn instance was brought
under my notice, and I was asked fo inter-
view the managing trustee of the Agrieul-
tural Bank. The facts were that a widow
had heen left with eight children. The boys
were young, but they struggled hard and
put in 385 acres of erop this year. The
block is nearly all fenced and a 1,500-yard
dam has been put down, There are 1,400
acres in the block and the widow sought a
loan from the Agricultural Bank of £200
for the purpose of erecting a house in which
she and her children could live with some
degree of comfort, The land around the
farm is worth from 30s, to £2 an acre, and
I guestion whether the land in the widow's
block conld be bought for 30s, an acre. Yei
the request of this widow was refused! I
have not the slightest doubt that any of the
associated banks would have jumped at the
chance to make the necessary accommoda-
tion available, but mortgzages under which
the associated hanks would advance the
money would have to be renewed at the end
of six months and so on, whereas money
obtained from the Agrienltural Bank is
allowed out for much longer periods. I
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am told that the erop on the widow's farm
is the best in the district and yet the Agri-
cultural Bank Trustees were not prepared
to grant her a small loan. I maintain that
sort of thing is wrong. Every block showd
be dealt with on its merits, At the opening
of the Cresco works the other day it was
pointed out that the deseription of “sand
plain” was rather & misnomer, If we were
to peruse statisties, we would find that bet-
ter average returns are secured from the
light land than from the heavier type
of holdings. Point is lent to that remark by
the fact that producers in the heavy gimlet
and salmon gum country de not advocate
keeping all the eggs in one basket, but urge
the advisability of having a proportion of
light country in each block. That being so,
I think it emphasises my point that
the Agricultural Bank Trostees would not
endanger their funds if they advanced a
little money to help people on the light
land. If we went into it thoroughly we
would find perhaps more than half our ag-
rieultural land in Western Australia can
be classed as light land. In my opinion
there is a wonderful future before our
light land areas. A season like that which
we are now experiencing, serves to prove
that we get a much larger average crop on
the light land than on the heavier holdings.
If that is so, I think the Agricultural Bank
Act should be amended to permit the frus-
tees to deal with all blocks on their merits.

Mr. Yindsay: Do they not now?

Mr. BROWN: No, otherwise the widow
with her farm of 1,400 acres would have re-
ceived some consideration.

Mr. Teesdale: According to what you
have said, she has plenty of security fo
cover the £200.

Mr. BROWN: Yet she was turned down!

Mr. Teesdnle: There was not mueh risk
about it.

Mr. BROWN: There is one other matter
to which I desire to refer. I am pleased
that the Government have decided to engage
an eminent engineer from the (1d Country
to consult with our Engineer-in-Chief re-
garding the harbour extension scheme.
Sometimes I feel that if I were a member
of the Government I would consider no one,
but take the Stileman report and go ahead
with the Engineer-in-Chief’s scheme. Only
the other dey I read the report of a meet-
ing at Fremantle at which the speakers said
they were agreeable (o the Stileman scheme
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gso far as upriver extensions were econ-
cerned, but they objected to any extension
of the harbour in a northerly direction.
They considered that it should be extended
in a southerly direction. That shows that
vested interests and eonsiderations of self
are at work. The people in South Fre-
mantle have no objection to the harbour
extensions—provided those extensions are
taken in a southerly direetion! Whai do
they care whether the harbonr is extended
upriver or not? All they are concerned
about is that the harbour shall be taken
to the south. I hope that when the eminent
consulting engineer has had an opportunity
of conferring with the Engineer-in-Chief,
a definite seheme will be evolved that will
be acceptable to everyone. In conclusion
1 wish to express the hope that our seasons
will continue to be good, and that our land
settlement will progress. We have plenty
of virgin country yet to be taken up, and
I have great faith in Western Australia.
T believe that the State will become one of
the greatest wheat-producing portions of
Australia, That being so, I once more urge
upon the Government the advisability of
making provision for granting assistance to
settlers in the light land areas.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.23]: 1 wish
to follow up remarks made by the member
for Swan (Mr. Sampson) regarding the
cattle industry. The member for Swan
brought ns valnable information from Lon.
dop, and his information served to confirm
what T heard last year from Mr. J. D.
Cramsie of Sydney. Mr. Cramsie is the
Chairman of the Metropolitan Meat Board
of New South Wales, and he showed me
some letters he had received from a gentle-
man holding a somewhat similar position
in Canada. In those communications he
conveyed information similar to that which
we have heard to-night. He pointed out
that the beef supplies of the United States
of America were getling very short indeed.
Beef supplies had been short in Canada for
some time, and he predicted that both the
U.8.A. and Canada would be looking to the
Argentine for a certain proportion of their
meat supplies in the future., That will
have a tendency to create a shortage in the
supplies available for Great Britain, and
the gentleman in Canada pointed ont to
Mr. Cramsie that this was Aunstralia’s op-
portunity, and that now was the time to
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inerease our beef herds. Mr. Cramsic
agreed with the views expressed by his
correspondent in Canada, provided the work
among our herds was earried out on proper
lines.

Mr. Teesdale: By improvement or
merely by inereasing our herds?

Mr. ANGELO: He approved of the sug-
gestion that we should improve our herds,
provided it was done on right lines. Wan
heard the member for Swan say that one
of the great essentials was to improve the
breeding of our herds. Aeccording to Mr.
Cramsie that is perfeetly eorrect.

Mr. Teesdale: 1f they shot half the
eattle in Kimberley, it would not matter!

Mr. ANGELO: [ agree with that, but
what I suggest is one of the essentials. To a
great extent the cattle-raising will be done
in the far North-West and one of the im-
portant things that have to be done be-
fore we ean improve the beef industry of
the State, is to seeure the proper
supplies of fodders and holding paddocks
adjacent to meat works. That is
necessary so that not only shall we
improve the breed of our ecattle, bui
shall fatten them qguickly and hold them
in a fat condition right up to the moment
the animals are slaughtered. Just as the
world has taken more to lamb thap to mut-
ton, so the consumer has taken to eating
baby beef rather than the flesh of older an-
imals. A great deal jean be done to provide
the nececessary young beasts provided we go
about it in the right way. When Mr. Cram-
sie took over his pesition in New South
Wales, he pointed out the state of the indus-
try to the Government and asked that they
should make available a prize of & hundred
goinens for the best three steers of two
years of age that had been bred for export
purposes. In the first year the three animals
that took the prize averaged 576 lbs; lusi
vear the three animals that were suecessful
had gok up to an average of £02 Ilhs.

Mr. Teesdale: That beats the Amercan
average!

Mr. ANGELO: Tt shows what results ean
be obtained when we start out on the pro-
per lines. There is a splendid opening for
the beef industry in the far north of this
State, but we must not only improve our
bherds very considerably, but provide the
necessary fattening fodders and holdinz
paddocks as is done in the Argentine.
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Mr. Lindsay:
luecrne.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so.

Mr. Lindsay: How ean you get over that
difficalty?

Mr. ANGELO: I suggest to the Govern-
ment that they should tuke the first sieps
necessary in the development of the industry,
and I believe that if they work aiong the
right lines, it will develop into a very big
industry for Western Australia. First we
must find out how many -rivers in the north
can be dammed so that the waters
can be conserved. We must also find out
which of the rivers has the necessary area
of good country adjacent to it, so that we
can make use of that country for the grow-
ing of alfalfa and other fodder plants. We
ean go in for irrigation, and so increase
production. I have made similar sugeestions
for the last seven or eight years, when the
Estimates have eomne up for discussion, ard
I repeat my suggestien again. I urge lhe
Government to secure from some other Dom-
inion or State the Joan of an irrigation en-
gineer, who is accustomed to conserving
water. We bave in New South Wales and
Victoria engineers who have been doing a
lot of eonservation work on the Murray and
other rivers. Could mot we get the loan of
one of those gentlemen for six months or a
year? It would probably mean only the
paying of his salary, which might be £2,000.

My, Taylor: A mere bagatelle.

Mr. ANGELO: We are glad to have
found to-day that the Government have car-
ried out their promise to the Howvre and
seeured the services of an engineer to in-
quire into the Fremantle barbour scheme. I
ask them most earnestly to do the same in
respect of the North-West. We often hear
it said by people, and see it written up in
the newspapers, that the North-West will
he a great country for the production of
fodders and tropical growths. But I have
come to the eonclusion that we must fry to
produce up there something that will find
a ready market. Beef will find a ready
market. The world is getting shorter and
shorter of beef every day. If we ean pro-
duce beef, we shall not only have for it a
market here and throughout Australia, but
also in other countries, including the Far
Fast, and probably there will be necessity
to send our heef to the 01d Country; that is,
if this shortage in other dominions con-
tinues, and they have to draw on the Argen-
tine. Setting aside the necessity for grow-

They feed the stoeck on
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ing more heef, if we could get an engineer
up there fo tell ws which of the rivers are
capable of being dammed and of conserving
water, and if we counld get his visit followed
up by an agriculturist, or perbaps eould get
an agriculturist to accompany him, eonsid-
rable benefit would result. After the en-
gineer has fold us that certain rivers are
capable of being dammed for conserving
water, if the agrienlturist then tells us that
the land adjacent to those rivers is eapable
of growing fodders, just consider the em-
ployment it would give to a vast number of
people! A little while ago [ heard the mem-
ber for Murchison (Mr. Marshall) inter-
jeet that we would not be able to populare
the North without curtailing the tenure of
the leases. But our Aet allows of vesump-
tion fer the purposes of agvieulture, We
have in the North some 40,000,000 acres,
part of which could be devoted to the grow-
ing of fodders. Then we could breed and
fatten our eattle, and they could be kept fat
all the time, thereby enabling them to be
killed ax haby beef, for we would have hold-
ing paddocks adjacent to the meat works.

Mr. Teesdale: With no 200 miles of drov-
ing.

Mr. ANGELO: With no 200 miles of
droving, no losing of condition in the dry
season, becanse the lucerne will be green all
the year round.

Mr. Ferguson: Will lucerne grow in the
North?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. Wherever 1t
has been fried in the North it has
been a  speeess, although only in  ex-
perimental plots. It remains to be

done in a big way. In my opinion the
first thing to be done to open up the vast
North-West and get the industry going pro-
perly is to have a report by a reliable
expert to tell us which of the rivers we
have are spitable for the purpese of con-
gerving water and irrigating, And, as T
have said before, T do not think the cost of
obtaining the cervices of such an expert
would be very great. If the other States
could not lend ns a man, there is the other
British Dominion of TIndia to whom we
could apply. There the engineers have been
converting deserts into fertile provinces by
dammine the dry rivers that run through
the land.

Mr. Clydesdale: Have we ourselves not
such a man?

Mr. ANGELO: T do not know. Bnt there
is another thing necessarv. In the same
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way as I objected to the expenditure in Fre-
mantle of a hoge sum of money on the
advice of one man, so it would be

advisable to have & preliminary sur-
vey to determine which of the rivers
are suitable. Then we c¢ould go pro-

perly into the question. If we eould get a
report from a reliable man stating that
we have such rivers, and that those rivers
have the necessary suitable land adjoining
them, Jand on which we ¢ould produce fod-
ders, then if the State Government had not
the money to go into the scheme, I am cer-
tain the FFederal Government would come
along and assist.

Mr. Clydesdale: Why do not the squat-
ters do it themselves? )

Mr. ANGELQ: They are doing as much
as they can, and this is a national work, If
something of that kind could be done we
could increase ouwr population up there by
many hundreds per cent.  To-day prob-
ably a holding of a wmillion aeres is giving
a livelihood to 30 or 40 persons, whereas
if we had intense enlture for the fattening
and carrving of biz stock under irrigation
conditions, we would probably have a thous-
and persons on the same area. And we must
not lost sight of the fact that we have fo
et more people up there. Since the finan-
eial debate of last vear, the population of
Japan has increased by dovhle the extent of
the population of Anstralia.

Hon. . Tavlor: Whose fault is that?

Mr. ANGELO: And since our financial
debate last year, the populations of the other
countries adjacent to Australia have in-
crepsed by six millions, equal fo the whole
of the population of Australia. We cannot
close out eves to the faet that there

is a menace there. Something has to
be done to populate and nuse our
vast North, or somebody else i3 going
to use it. The Tremier has always

said he is pleased to have suegestions made.
The one suggestion T desire to make on this
dehate is that he shall do something not only
for the North, but for the whole of Western
Australia, by eetting from a reliable man a
report as to how many of those northern
rivers could be used for irrigation purno«es,

MER. TEESDALE (Roebourne) 9387: I
wish to support the hon. member, who has
made out a strong case. T my=elf have
made out similarly strong cases. When in
T.ondon T was assured we were sending to
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the Old Country the best prepared beef that
came on o the London market, that it was
lacking only condition and quality, and that
if only we would breed a better class of
bullock we would have a very big say in the
Iondon market. That same from one of
the largest operators in Smithfield, For the
last 10 years | have heen wearying the Hounse
with Jong dissertations on the neglect of the
North. I am not going to do so to-night,
but I do want to say a little on the subject.
Nobody down here ever cares ahout the
North. From time to time we have visiting
the State men of great reputation and big
standing, including journalists from all
over the Commenwealth; yet nobody ever
gives them any information about the
North. I have read their speeches and
taken notice of all the functions they have
attended, yet never a word is said about the
North. One would think that no such place
existed, What n state of affairs to contem-
plate, when that large distriet wup there
passes unnoticed! Surely a country like
the North has some grounds for being
spoken about. Surely there must be
someone who could have given those wvisi-
tors a bit of an idea that there is up there
a eountry in which 55 Perths could be effec-
tually hidden. Is the North of no conse-
quence et allf Surely those men could have
been supplied with some detailed informa-
tion regarding the North. T myself for-
warded about 15 feolseap sheets, and I got
& nice complimentary note informing me that
already they knew something about the North
from people they met on the mail boat. T
suppose what they knew was something
about the natives up there, and the way
they are said fo be treated. Ti was like the
£500 prize story in the ‘““Bulletin,” inferring
that a lot of people up there kept gins.
A nice thing that, to win a £500 prize! I
have never heard anything like it in all my
life. TFancy giving £500 for that sort of
thing! There is money for anything dis-
creditable to the North, but nothing for any-
thing to its advantage. In this prize story
we get nothing to give people an idea of
those huge waterwavs. We need not ask
anyone for information abont them, for we
know that those waterways do exist, and we
know that conntless millions of gallons of
beantiful fresh water runs omt of those
rivers every wvear. Nobody conserves a
gallon of it, although a few months later
one could not get a drink in the creek that
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is left. 1 do not suppose anyone has ever
taken the trouble to go into the question,
but during the last 15 years there has been
a great diminution of the population
up North. What is driving those people
away? Is it because the Government take
oo interest whatever in the North? I am
not assailing this Government, nor any par-
ticular Government, for in that regard they
are all as bad as each other. My chief, the
ex-Premier, did give me an up-to-date jetty
at Beadon, and the Premier has now prom-
ised me another. I hope he will re-
deem the promise before the elections.
Tt is the first time I have made
that remark, and I am not going to
weary the House by dwelling upon it. But
I want to let the Honse know that all those
men of standing and repute who, after vis-
iting here, will go Home and tell the peo-
ple there about Western Australia, will
vot be able to tell them a word about the
North.,

MR. DAVY (West Perth) {943]: T do
not propose to keep the House any length
of time, but to-night we bave had laid be-
fore us the Auditor General’s report, aud
I note in it one coroment which indicates
that the Government arc persisting in what
they did last year and what has heen going
on ever sinee they have been in office.

The Premier: And which was started
before we came into office. I know to what
you are going to refer,

Mr. DAVY: What I am going to refer
to was not started before this Government
came inte office.

The Premier: Then perhaps T an think-
ing of another fault.

Myr. DAVY: I find that in the Aunditor
General’s report for last year attention is
called to the fact that from the heginning
of the time this Government came into office
revenue has profited out of the 1 per cent.
money. The Aunditor General’s report for
last year ecalled attention to the fact that
in their Arst yvear of office the estimated
gain to revenue by a process of charging
loan fund this cheap money at the full rate
per cent. and debiting it at 1 per cent. re-
sulted in a net gain fo revenue—which I
think no one will suggest gave a true idea
of the position—of £19,000 odd, and in the
next year of £28,000 odd, and in the fol-
lowing year of £52,000 odd, and last year
of £103,000 odd. This year we find—I had
expected it would be even more sinece it
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it hag been going up and up—it has now
ol back to £25,000, The Premier esti-
mated a surplus of some £34,000 a year ago,
and got a deficit of about £26,000. The
«comment of the Auditor General—it was im-
possible for anyone to work it out without
the Agures he bad availabie—shows that the
defieit for Jast year should bave been
£26,000 plus £25,000, a total of £31,000, jnst
copsidering that item alone. I suggest to
members that the (ime has come when we
ought really to show our figures in a way
to give the true position. 1 do not think
the Premier himselt would suggest that at
present we are making a profit out of the
one per cent. money, Yebt year by year
certain portion of the cheap money—the
difference between, vne per cent. and the
rate of five or six per cent. charged—is
credited to vevenue, Until we really inform
ourselves of the position, and how we arrive
at the surplus or deficit as the ease may be,
we shall not be in a position to face our
obligations and take the proper steps to
square the ledger. Whether in the estimate
the Premier gave us a few days agoe he bhas
taken into secount an intention of again
enabling revenue to profit in this manmer,
we do not know. We did not know last
vear, and it was impossible until we got the
Auditor General's report to find out whether
it had been done. We could not tell by an
examination of the Budget figures. If we
are to cxereise in an intelligent manner the
powers delegated to us, we should have the
figurey put before us in a manner that will
show exactly where we stand from year to
year. As it is, the figures presented to us
year after year are very difficult to follow.
I do not know of any business eoncern that
prepares or pregents its aceounts anything
like the State prepares and presents its Ag-
ures, and I am prepared to state without
fear of contradiction that any board of dir-
ectors that received a report from its audi-
tors showing that this kind of thing had
been done, if it did not get, it would cer-
taily merit very severe eriticism from its
shareholders if they were able fo follow
and appreciate what had been done. I sug-
gest it is time we revolutionised our book-
keeping methods and methods of presenting
accounts to the House and to the publie gen-
erally,

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [948]): I do
not intend to prolong the debate to any
extent, but T wish to say a few words before
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the general discussion on the Estimates i
finally closed. Coming in at the tail-end
when most of the important things haw
been said, one is in quile a good position
The finances have been dealt with fully by
the Leader of the Opposition, the Leade
of the Country Party, and other memben
on this side of the House. One thing tha
strikes me is that to get an intelligent ide:
of the Estimates or to be able to understanc
them at all is almost impossible for any
layman. There are four documents to per
use and a man would need a month or st
to study them. What with the Estimates of
revenue and expenditure, the Auditor Gen
eral’s report, the public accounts, and the
general review of the finances, it is really
impossible for the ordinary man to grasy
it all, As to the mass of figures presented
one hears outside the House talk of suecl
things as has heen mentioned by the membe
for West Perth, with the comment that Par
liament does not wish the public to under
stand the figures.

The P’remier: If the public outside baw
been talking in that way, they must have
antieipated what you were going to say.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Sach things are said
and the Premier knows it as well as I do
The people say that we put up a mass ol
figures and try to obscure the real positiox
g0 that no one can understand it. Thai
sort of thing is repeatedly said. When w¢
hear statements by members that certair
sums of money have not been allocated &
the right accounts and that revenue has beer
swollen to ragke it appesr better than it is
how can the public possibly ascertain the
finanecial position? More than that I do no
wish to say regarding the financial part. Lel
me refer to the season’s prospects and then
probable effect on the finances. A harves
of 40,000,000 bushels was forecast for thi
season. The member for Pingelly said the
harvest was likely to be nearer 25,000,001
than 40,000,000 bushels. Suck a redyetior
is going to bave an appalling effect on the
railway revenue, and other activities con
nected with the railways will likewise be
detrimentally affected. The member fo
Toodyay the other night siressed a matte
deserving of speeial emphasiz by anyous
interested in the development of agriculture
He pointed out what was taking place ir
the newer areas and suggested that the
Agricultural Bank should assist in pre
venting bad farming methods from being
adopted on the newer lznds. The Agrienl
tural Bank should make it possible for nev
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settlerz to receive such assistance as would
enable them to put land under fallow in
the first year, instead of gambling as they
are doing to-day. Sometimes the gambling
in the first ipstanee turns out successfully,
and perhaps it is unfortunate for the settler
in the long run that it <hould be successful.
Many of the new areas in the Yilgarn dis-
triet, particularly around Southern Cross
and Bullfinch, returned phenomenal erops
last - year, although they had been put in
very roughly. Many of those settlers have
gone nap on the same system this year and
they will be badly in the soup. I learn that
the recent rain will improve the position
somewhat. Most of the rain passed through
the Yilgarn distriet and portion of the
Avon electorate, but d.d not extend over
the whole of the wheat belt. While referring
to the newer country, I wish to revert to a
certain matter that I urged in this Chamber
when the Lake Brown-Bulifineh railway was
being discussed. T pointed out distinetlyl
that the railway was being taken throngh
a large stretch of country that counld be
rightly described as semi-pastoral. I have
gone to the trouble to obtain figures to show
that when I advanced the eclaim that the
railway should be run through areas that
were properly farming arveas, T was fully
justiied in my econfention. 1 stated that
there were large aveas of 4,000 to 5,000
acres to be fraversed by the railways. As
a matter of faet, there are 15 blocks in
sheets 1 and 2, Geelakin, of over 4,000 aeres,
the largest being 4,905 and 4,847, There
are 12 blocks between 3,000 and 4,000 acres,
26 blocks between 2,000 and 3,000 acres and
24 blocks between 1,000 and 2,000 acres.

Mr. Corboy: How many under 1,000%

Mr. GRIFFITHS: On sheet 1 there are
nine blocks of 1,000 aeres and six blocks of!
less than 1,000 acres. On sheel 2 there are
10 bloeks of 1,000 acres and 7 blocks of less
than 1,000 acres. Two of the latter blocks,
I helieve, nre of 500 acres only.

Mr. Corboy: How many blocks are there
of 1,000 acres and under on the sheet east
of that?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Sheets 1 and 2 cover
a big stretch of that railway.

Mr. Corbay: No.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes.

Mr. Corboy: They do not even take in
the agrieultural country.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That proves my con-
tention at the time. I was flatly contra-
dieted when I said there were blocks of
4,600 acres and over. I wish to make it
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clear that there arve 15 blocks of 4,000 to
5,000 acres each,

Hon. G. Taylor: They are big tracis of
gountry,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T have a reason for
bringing this matter forward to-pight. I
am endeavouring to get the Minister for
Lands to visit that aren with me. He has
promised te do so, but unfortunately his
health has broken down and he cannot do
so at present. I wanted to get him to in-
vestigate the position of the settlers on those
areas. The Department of Agriculture has
informed us that the arcas are too large for
a man without capital to develop. I have
figures before me showing 1hat the Agrienl-
tural Bank will eonsider advances on 14 of
the blocks, Some of the men will get 75
per cent. under No. 2 zone conditions, and
there are others that will get No. 2 zone
conditions, bnt there are 12 hlocks on which
n¢ advance will be made. Men who have
taken up those blocks have been battling on,
but their position is impossible, and some
of the blocks have hecn abandoned. I
wanted the Minister to see what could he
done for the settlers in those areas. I should
like to bring under the Premier’s nofice a
cordial invitation extended by the Yorkra-
kine race club to him to attend the race
meeting there next week when the people
would like to interview him about the con-
struction of the Yarramony railway.

Mr. Teesdale: Now you have done your-
self in.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: If the Premier can
manage to attend, T am sure he will be only
tao glad to do so. I ean assure him that Le
will have a good ttme.

The Minister for Works: If he went up
there I am afraid they would put him on
te a “dead-un.”

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not think ro.
There are a lot of items upon whkiech I in-
tend to speak when they come nnder con-
sideration, but on the general discussion T
have nothing more to add.

{Mr. Lutey took the Chair.]

MR. LATHAM (York) {10.01: The dis-
cussion to-night has been wainly wpon the
balance sheet of the State's finances. From
a superficial glance at the balance sheet it
may seem that evervthing is satisfactory. I
regret that very little opportunity has been
given to members to check the balance sheet
with the Auditor General's report and the
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Publie Aceounts, which were presented to
the House to-night. I know the Premier is
not responsible for the time when the Audi-
tor General’s report comes down, for that
oflicer is a servant of Parliament and not of
the Government. The Premier showed that
the deticit last year was £26,466. When we
examine the Auditor General’s report, Ap-
pendix 4, we find that accounts amounting
to £20,761 were not paid, and ought to have
been charged against last year's revenue,

The Premier: That is the regular thing
every year. The accounts had not come in
up to the end of the year. You will find
that sort of entry vver the last 20 years.

Mr., LATHAM: If that is so, it is all
right.

The Premier: Those are cases where the
accounts have not come in by the end of
the month.

Mr. Davy: In many cases no explanation
is given.

Mr. LATHAM: It is a considerable
sun of money, and makes the total deficit
for the year £56,000. The probability is
that the matter will adjust itself.

The Premier: It is adjusted, one year with
the other.

Mr. LATHAM: With regard to interest
charped against loans, I do not know how
the Premier will explain the entry on page
6 of the Auditor General’s report. He says
that the interest on expenditure is charged
to loan fund and credited to revenue fund,
and he sets out different items amounting
to £316,507.

The Premier: That is a principle which
has been adopted for years,

Me. Davy: The money comes in on one
gide and goes out on the other.

Mr. LATHAM: We are taking money
from Loan Fund, aud building np our rev-
enue acrount from it. The report goes on to
state that the Treusurer has also excluded
a sum of £1,201,000, which is charged againat
groups, concerning which a debit is evi-
dently going to be made against these un-
satisfactory properties, There is also & sum
of £110,000 in the case of the Peel Estate.

The Premier: Interest only on the esti-
mated value has been taken in, and not on
the total expenditure. The £1,201,000 has
been excluded because this is regarded as
loan money.

Mr. LATHAM: But interest has to be
met out of revenne.

The Premier: It is a proper charge.
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Mr. LATHAM: Everything in. the gar-
den is not as lovely as the balance sheet
would seem to make out. I do not propose
to delve too deeply into those accounts, be-
cause I have not yet had the opportunity
to do so.

The Premier: The interest is only £110, 000
on the Peel Estate, where over half a mil-
lion pounds has been expended. _

Mr. LATHAM : In the first case the Audir
tor General showed a sum of £316,507, and
in addition a swm of £1,201,000 which is
not a charge against anything from which
we can get interest. Besides that, there is
a sum of £110000 ehorged against the Peel
Estate.

The Premier: Well?

My, LATHAM: The people have to make
good that interest.

The Premier: Of course they have.
you say they should not pay interest?

Mr. LATHAM : No, hut we do not appear
to have shown that in our accounts as sub-
mitted throngh the Estimates. This money
will have to come out of revenue, thongh
it is not interest-earning. It is not clear
whether this has heen charged or not. -

The Premier: It is not taken on the total
expenditure,

Mr. LATHAM: How long are we going
to make this charge against loan funds?
There must be a day of adjustment. .

The Premier: When loan funds cease to
be expended on the work.

Mr. LATHAM: Then we will c.xplt'\llse
tke whole thing, and revenue will have to
provide the interest. We have passeil
through a fairly prosperons time. In times
like that 2 good Government ought to set
aside a reserve fund for the lean period.
Very little bhas been done in this State in
that respect. This year the revenue may
be fairly buoyant, but next year it is prob-
able there will be a reuction, and -the Pre-
mier may find it diffieult to balance his ex-
penditure with his revenue.

The Premier: You mean that in a gooﬂ
year we ought to earry over a surplus?

Mr. LATHAM: That is so. If we can-
not do it in good times, how can we do 11:
in bad times?

The Premier: Any amount that is a sur-
plus over £50,000 has, under the Aet, to go
towards the redemption of loans.

Mr. LATHAM: Our accumulated ad¢-
ficit is piling up all the time. If we were
redueing our defieit, T would have no eom-

Do
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plaint to make. We are passing through
prosperous times. That has been the case
for the last two years, but there must be
a day when we shall not have so much
revenue. We will have to face a dry
period and a needy period. Qur markets
will not be as available to us as they are
to-day. In those periods I am afraid the
Treasurer will have diffieulty in getting
enough money from the taxpayers to enable
him to pay his way,

The Premier: I quite agree. If I did
not turn down expenditure every day [
would have a deficit of a million.

" Mr. LATHAM: I am not complaining
of the Treasurer.

The Premier: The expenditure is neces-
sarily tremendous.

Mr. LATHAM: The sooner people real-
ise that every pound that comes out of
the Treasury has to be put baek, the better
it will be for them.

‘The Premier: I agree that people want
to spend too much money.

Mr. LATHAM: If borrowed money
were always spent on reproductive work.
the position would be somewhat relieved.
T am going to make one or iwo suggestions
whereby the Premier may he assisted to
get better value for the State’s money 1
suppose the Premier will say the first sug-
gestion is opposed to the poliey of the
party he represents, bat it was the people
of the State who sent him here. T suggest
we would get greater value for our money
if we did all our public work by contract.
Every part of that work should be done
by contract. If necessary, let us have
petty contracts sn that a man shall receive
only what he earns. A system such as that
would give us better value for the money
we spend on public works. The secon |
guggestion is this. To-day the State is
ealled upon to find almost the whole of the
money needed for the development of our
primary and also our seeondary industries.
When 1 was abroad it was brought home
t0 me that there was a zood deal of money
available for investment in Western Aus-
tralia if we could assure the possible lenders
that there would be no industrial trouble.
The Minister for Works, I am sure, has
heard the same thing. I am pot going fo
say one unkind word of the Labour Party,
but the probability is that we could bring
about a better feeling hetween employers
by abolishing the Arbitration Court.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Panton: Rats!

Mr. LATHAM: The bhon. member may
say “Rats’’ if he likes

Mz. Panton: We would have ten strikes
for one that we have now.

Mr. LATHAM: T think the hon. member
will agree with me when I have said all 1
have to say. If employers and employees
were permitted to meet at a table and dis-
cuss their various industries, agreement
would much more readily result.

Myr. Panton: There is nothing to pre-
vent them from doing that now. and it is
done every day in the week

Mr. LATHAM: It is done in some in-
dustries, and it is a wise poliey.

Mr. Marshall: They ecan all do it.

Mr. LATHAM -  Perhaps the Minister
for Lahonr ean explain why they do net all
do it.

The Minister for Works: 1 cannot.

Mr. LATHAM: Neither can I.  Two
remedies are provided, and in my opinion
the Arbitration Court is nsed when there is
a belief that an opportunity presents itselt
to get semething more than they are en-
titled to receive. Very often, when the
award is against them, they are not pre-
pared to abide by it, and the whole
industry is thrown out. In such ecountries as
Canada and the United States, where, and
especially in the latter, there is an immense
deal of industrial work, there are fower dis-
putes than here.

The Minister for Works: That is non-

sense,

Mr. Panton: It is not so aceording to
statisties.

Mr. LATHAM: It is just a matter of
opinion,

Mr. Panton: Tt is not ja/ matier of
opinion, but of statisties.

Mr., LATHAM: T do not lmow where

the hon. member pets his statistics.

Mr. Panton: You can look them up.

Mr, LATHAM: In Canada and the
United States T was assured that the easiest
way to obtain satisfaetion for both sides
was to hold round-table conferences. I sin-
cerely hope that we shall not have a re-
currence of the last strike. Instead of pre-
sidents of the Arbitration Court, we should
have men who know something abouf the
industry to meet employers and employees.
Tn that way, I am sure, & better feeling and
a hetfer frame of mind would be bronght
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about. As soon as we can satisfy the peo-
ple overseas that we are prepared to pro-
ceed on ench lines, the Treasurer will be
relieved of the necessity of going on the
London money market so frequently. I am
saying what I know is a positive fact, and
I sincerely trust that oor Lahour leaders
will try to bring about the good feeling I
have indicated, However, I shall not isolate
them in making that remark, but will ex-
press the hope that the employers will be
equally ready to meet the other side,

Mr. Kenneally: That is all right after
attacking the Labour people,

Mr. LATHAM: T wish the hon. member
interjecting would be a little generous at
times. I had no intention of making any ae-
cusations whatever against the employees,
any more than against the Labour party.
Al] I am concerned about i that we get the
money available overseas for investmeni
here, and thus relieve our Treasurer from
the necessity of approaching the London
money market so often as has been the case.
I have no other purpose. I have no axe to
grind,

Mr. Teesdale: We do not want Yankees
here, or their money either. Tt is filthy,
dirty money. Tt is a disgrace to us to take
their money. We had to take it, because we
rould not help ourselves.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Mr. LATHAM: ZEvery hon. member is
entitled to his opinion,

Mr. Teesdale: I am just talking to my-
self.

Mr. LATHAM: In Canada I noticed a
great number of new works being opened
with American capital. T do not think the
hon. member would say one word in op-
position if General Motors came here and es-
tablished a big manufacturing works in
Western Australia. We are now providing
work in America for the men who make
motors for that company., Would it not be
better to have the work done in this coun-
try?

Mr. Sleeman:
them.

Mr. LATHAM: An hon. member must be
wearing smoked coloured glasses if he does
nol see the number of American cars in this
State now.

Mr. Sleeman: T am not referring to that
aspect.

You wounld not patronise
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Mr, LATHAM: If the American motor
manufacturers came here with their money
and established works in Western Australis,
we would have less unemployment.

My, Teesdale: Cannot you substitate the
word “English”?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr, LATHAM: I will substitute any-
thing the hon. member pleases, so long as
we get the money here. I would be glad to
see British capital invested 'in Western
Australia. I was merely instancing what is
being done with capital from the United
States in Canada. Another matter I wish to
touch on is the wonderful amount of re-
search work done in Canada, eonjointly with
the United States, for the prevention of
disease in cereals. I hope that we shall avail
ourselves of the result of that research
work, During the last few week ends T have
been going through the wheat distriets and
have noticed that “take-all” is responsible
in some measure for the decrease in the
yield. T am aware some means of overcoming
that discase are known to our Agrieultural
Department, but I can assure the depart-
ment that they do not hnow quite as much
about it as do the research bureaus in
America, whose knowledge we onght to
utilise, They are also experts with regard
to the disease septoria, of which we hear so
much when we have bumper harvests. 1 do
trust that we shall avail ourselves of the
result of research work done in Amerien.
I have to compliment the Minister
for Works on one idea he has bronght baek
—the establishment of grain elevators in
Western Australia. T noticed that in Press
interviews he gave at Vancouver he said
that he would recommend to his Gov-
eronment the immediate establishment of
bulk handling. I am delighted to know that
the hon. gentleman will recommend the ex-
penditure necessary in that direetion, be-
cause there is a time coming when we shall
have great diffieulty in marketing our
wheat. Year after year industrial trouble
spreads in India, and particularly in Cal-
cutta, whence we obtain our jute supplies.
Unless we are in a position to do something
to market our wheat, when difficulties arise
in Caleutta we shall be in a bad hole While
in Canada I gave a good deal of attention to
the question of grain elevators but I have
not vet been ahle to work out a scheme
whereby the system can be applied generally -
in Western Australia, as it 18 in Canada.
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Lirnst that wilh the krowledge the Minister
has gmned and the advice that would be
avadable 0 him from the countries in ques-
tion, it ‘will, be possible to establish the bulk
bandling. System here. It will protect our
jeople’ and ‘met s an insurange against any
difficulty we might expcrience in securing
supplies of jute-from Caleutta when we
have perhaps a very good harvest. I can-
nat imagine what would happen if we found
o[u,r e]ves with a bumper harvest and the Cal-
cutta market closed to us. I do not propose
to 'weary the House any further. T sincerely
ope_ the Premier will look into the ques-
tions raised by the Auditor General. It is
uuporta.nl; that if adjusiments have to be
mide and mistakes corrected, we shall be
g‘wen an explanation of what has occurred
will a true statement of accounts should be
placed before the people of Western Aus-
traha

Vote Jput and passed.

Votes—Legmlatn'e Aszembly, £2792;
Jmnt Hottse - ('ommzttee, £4,972; Joint
Hrmtmg Comm:ttee, £1,21i—agreed to.

- Vat.ﬂ-——.?m_nt Library Committee, £375:

'M.r. SAMPSON: [t wonld be interesting
to lem.n if it is possﬂ)k- to make the library
more up . to date. It is becoising inereas-
ipgly difficult to seeure volumes from the
hhrary Books disappear and ne one can
say. where they go. Unfortunately many
of the books that are most often required
by .members are not available. 1 do mnot
know whether it would be possible for the
committec to have a stocktaking, with a
view to ascertaining whether the missing
standard works can be replaccd and other
tooks procured. .

The Premier: T have found all the money
thut T have been asked for hy the committee.
They asked for £150, and I have made that
amount available.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is a very good
sugpestion. .

The Premier:.
gestion at all.

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope the committee
will note the generous attitude adopted by
the  Premier.

The Premier: T did not say I would give
them more if they asked for it!

Mr. SAMPSON: Many of the books have
been missing for a long time, and it would
be a good thing if a stocktaking were held.
I do not make any reflection upon the

L am not making any sug-
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officers of the House, who render the great-
est assistance possible to members who re-
quire books.

Mr. CORBOY: I may expluin the posi-
tion. It is very diffieult for the Library
Commiitee to prevent hooks that go out
from not eoming back. That is putting {he
position very mildly, The cnly way we
could prevent it happening would be to
have an officer located permanently in the
library.

Hon. G. Taylor: And the library would
have to be locked up when he was not there.

Mr, CORBOY: And if that were done,
the library wounld not be of mueh value to
members.

Hon. G. Taylor:
New South Wales,

Mr. CORBOY: In lthe Commonwealth
Parliament there is a staff of five officers
whose duty it is 0 remain in the library and
look after the books. Here the Librarian
and the Assistant Librarian are undoubt-
edly doing valuable work, bnt they cannot
devote the whole of their time to the hibrary.
Money that is made svailable from the
Treasury can best be spent upon the pur-
chase of new bhooks and upon replacing
valuahle books that disappear. Money is not
available to staff the library permanently in
sueh a way as to prevent what we know has
happened.

That is what is done in

Vote put and passed

Votes— Premier’s Department,
(fovernor’s Establishment, £2,530;
tive Council, £5—agreed to.

£14,481 ;
Ezrecu-

Vote—London Agency, £13,280:

Me. TEESDALE: This vote was for-
merly a red rag to me, and not without
reason. On this oceasion I desire to place
on record my appreciation of the satisfne-
tory work that has heen carried out by Mr.
Angwin.

Mr. Sampson: And Ly others.

Mr. TEESDALE: T did not mention his
predecessor. I was often at Savey House
which has been spoken nf at times in a very
erttieal and hostile way. T have not seen
anything to justify it. If there is one man
who is doing his work as it should be done,
it is Mr. Angwin. TPerhaps I should be the
last to say tbat because we had a fearful
row the last time I was there!

Mr, Sampson: Your visit wonld not he
complete without it.
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Mr. TEESDALE: The work of the Lon-
don Agency is now done as it was never done
before, and I do not eare upon whem 1
reflect in making such a statement. Mr,
Aggwin sees the people who want to see the
Agent General; he has time for {he migrant,
whether he be high or low. He does not put
in his time at the Savoy or the Metropole
attending funections that 1 do not think are
worth a tinker’s curse to Western Australia.

Mr. Sampson: You do not refer to Savoy
House?

Mr, TEESDALE: Yo, I refer to the
Savoy Hotel. T know that Agents General
must attend some of these functions where
finuncial magnates congregate. I realise
that that is necessary because of the posi-
tions they hold, but in the past too much
time has heen wasted, and too much money
spent, on social functions that have not been
worth twopence to this State. We now have
in charge of the agency a man whe demands
io see people who eall to inquire about West-
ern Australia. When I reslised how the
agency is being run, I could not help wish-
ing that we had the conduct of our owm
iigration business. If we had that right,
that business would be done more satisfae-
torily than ai present.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. TEESDALE: If we were in charge
of our own migration work at London we
would not hear of people being turned down
beeause of the lack of a little sympathetic
treatment. I believe we shall have much
better treatment from Australia House now
that Colonel Manning is in charge of that
part of the work. He is doing his level best
and he is enthusiastic. He will see that
Western Australia gets fair treatment, and
we did not get that before Colonel Manning
assumed his present position. In payng
& tribute to the work of Mr. Angwin as
Agent General, T declare that if it eame to
a vote to-morrow [ would not ~ast mine in
favour of shifting him, for he is doing his
job well, end perhaps that is more than I
ean say for some of his fellow Ministers.

Mr. SAMPSON: T agree with the mem-
ber for Roebourne. Wherever Mr. Angwin
is, he will do his work thoronghly, He has
a reputation {o maintain, and has a habit
of working hard. I think we have been
very happy and suceessful in our choice of
Agents General.

The Premier: Yes, if you do not go toc
fer back!
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Mr. SAMPSON: At any rate, I think
that can be said regarding the two most re-
cent appointees, Mr. Angwin and his pre-
decessor, Sir Hal (olebatch. I am seeond
to none in my admiration for Mr. Angwin,
and I have an equally bigh regard for Sir
Hal Colebatceh.

Mr. Teesdale: But he did not see people
like Mr. Angwin does.

My, SAMPSON: He made Western Aus-
tralia, known all over Great Britain becanse
of his work in comunercial and social cireles.
Both spheres count in London, and in both
Sir Hal Colebatch was equally at home. I
do not suppose any man who has been to
London, not even excluding Sir James Mit-
chell and the Premier, could put up a better
case for the State than did our ex Ageni-
General, I join with the member for Roe-
bourne in expressing appreciation of the
work that has been done, and is being done
to-day. DMoreover, we ought to pay a tri-
bute to the Seeretary, Mr. Rushton.

Mr, Teesdale: Yes, I agree. I am sorry
I forgot him.

Mr. SAMPSON: He also is very helpful,
In faet, the whole staff are ready and will.
ing and eapable of giving visitors who are
inquiring about Western Australia, good
and reliable information in respect of the
State. I am glad the member for Roebourne
referred to Colonel Manning. 1 was the
guest of that gentleman at the training
school nt Brandon, where boys from
all over the British Isles receive 14
weeks intensive training to give then
some grounding for farm work, either
in Canada or Australia. Tt may not
be possible in 14 weeks to learn all that is
necessary, but it is possible in that fime to
ascertain whether the lads in the school are
likely to be able to stand up to farm worl:.
No doubt the Premier and the Minister for
Works in furn visited that school and were
equelly gratified with what they saw. It has
been said by some that the work of the school
is of no practical value, but I am sure the
Premier would not take that view, any more
than would anybody else who had seen what
is being done. The lads are put through a
severe training, and the boy who can oo
through it satisfactorily is likely to make
good overseas.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I seem to be about
the only one who has not visited the London

Agency. The Premier has been Home and
seen the Agont-Generals domicile, and
so too have the members for Roe
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bourne and for Swan, apd they all
agree in eulogising the work that is
being dome in that office.  Perhaps
the Premier could make it possible for all
members to have a trip to the 0ld Country
in order to see this wonderful place, He
would not then have any trouble in getting
his Estimates for the Agent-General’s staff
passed by the Committee. I do not know
anything about what is being done in the
London office, but I do know that wherever
Mr. Angwin may be and whatever his work,
he will do that work in a most painstaking
manner, in 4 manner creditable to himself
and of distinet henefit to these whom he
represents.

My, ANGELO: I am pleased to hear what
members who have visited London have to
say about Mr. Angwin. Qur experience of
him in this House led us to believe that he
wounld do remarkably well as Agent General.
I do not wish to begrndge the raising of
bis salary, but in view of the big inerease
I want to point out how futile it is for us
to sit here and pass Estimates. Last year
we passed for the Agent-General the sum of
£1,500. Now we find that he has been paid
£1,750 and that £2,000 iy asked for him this
time. Nobody begrudges the Agent-Gen-
eral’s salary, but it is ridieculons for us to
pass Estimates and then find that within a
few months the salary has been increased
by 33V per cent. without the House being
ecnsulied. Probably it is these increases in
so many items that have led o the inereased
expenditure revealed by the result of the
year’s operations.

The PREMIER: I think the hon. mem-
ber would not have made those remarks if
his memory were nrot at fault. If he will
look up the “Hansard” report of the dis-
cussion of this item last year he will nd
that the opinion was unanimously expressed
especially on that side of the House, that the
salary was altogether too low and should
be increased by at least £500.

Mr, Angelo: Then why did we nut ask
for itt

The PREMIER: The Committee did. I
had the usnal salary fizxed, but the Commit-
tee expressed the opinion that it was far
too Jow and ought to be increased. “Han-
sard” shows that every member who spoke
expressed that opinion. So it was in con-
formity with the wish of the Committee that
the salary was inereased, The Committee
asked for it as plainly as it ¢ould do ex-
cept by voting; and since no member of the

[ABSEMBLY.]

Committee can move to increase an item,
such & propoesition could not be voted upon.
But members expressed the view that the
salary ought to be increased, and it was be-
cause of that it was increased. I am suore
the hon. member's memory is at fault, else
he would not have made thoze remarks.

Mr. Angelo: I do not begrudge the in-
crease.

The PREMIER: No; but the hon. mem-
ber said it was ridiculous for members to
pass Estimates and then find that a salary
had been increased by 3314 per cent. with-
ouf the Committee being consulted.

Mr. Angelo: Well, let us hope we shall
not see any more of that sort of thing.

The PREMIER: I would do it again if
the Committee were to ask for it. The sal-
ary was increased in response to the wnani-
mous wish of the Committee.

Mr. LATHAM: I, too, had an opportun-
ity recently fo see the work done by the
Agent-General. I do not think anybody who
could see that work would say he is over-
paid, Of course that was not the attitnde
intended by the member for Gascoyne. The
Agent-General has a very responsible posi-
tion. Tt is not only what he aas to do in
his office, but he has to advise the Premier.
Besides, everybody who knows Mr. Ang-
win, knows he is just the man to
get right down to any work in which

he is interested. 1 am sorry to say
that while T Tbelieve Australia House
has improved considerably under the
New immigration officer, they are still

very obsolete there in point of informa-
tion regarding Western Australia. I went
into the place and asked to see their plans.
The information they lad respecting land
sefilement in this Staie was obsolete. They
still think that half of Western Australia
is desert.  Unlike 1nany others who have
gone into Australin House, when I pre-
tended I wanted to go to Western Ausiralia,
I wag not advised to go to Vietoria. I said
I was from South Afriea.

Hon. G. Taylor: But he could tell you
were an Aunstralian,

Mr. Panton: Not on your life!

Mr. LATHAM: As a matter of faet I
was asked if I was English and I could
truthfully say that I was.

Hon. G. Taylor: He was only joking.

Mr. LATHAM: All people are not as
jocnlar as is the hon. member.

The Premier: It has not improved sinee
I was there.
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Mr. LATHAM: Under the glass on the
counter the map bore the date, I think,
1904,

The Premier: With “Great Australian
Desert™ printed across if.

Mr, LATHAM: Yes, it musi be the self-
same map. 1 suggest that up-to-date maps
should be sent to Australia House with a
request that they be used to replace the old
ones.

Mr. Teesdale: If we paid for an offiee
there they wounld be displayed all right.

The Premier: I think Colonel Manning
will make an improvement there.

Mr. LATHAM: He has so much to do
and, unlike Mr. Angwin, he does not seem
to get down to detail. The officer in charge
of emigration in L.ondon has a big and re-
sponsible job. I did not see an up-to-date
map of Western Anstralia in the whole of
Australia House. I entered a room marked
““Western Australia” and saw a map of
New South Wales instead of one of our
own State, and I directed Mr. Angwin's
attention to it. If the (Government senl
Home a few of the up-to-date maps from
the departments here, they might be dis-
played instead of the older maps.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: The estimate last year
for the Agent-General’s salary was £1,500.

The Premier: 1 have explained that.
You have come in late,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T am rather pleased
that the dignity of the position is being
maintained and that an increase is being
granted.

Mr. THOMSON: I have no objection to
the inerease to the Agent-General.

The CEATRMAN: The Premier has al-
ready replied to that item.

The PREMIER : T have no objection to re-
peating the explanation. If the hon. mem-
ber casts his mind baek to last year I think
he will recollect that he urged that the
salary then being paid was not sufficient.

Mr. Thomson: That is so.

The PREMIER: Every member whe
spoke expressed a similar opinion. It was
in response to the general wish of members
that the salary was inereased. A nalf
year's increase of £250 was paid last year.
and the full year’s increase of £500 is pro-
vided for this year.

Item—Cost of living allowance to staff
£751:
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Mr. LATHAM: In view of the salaries
provided for the clerical staff T cannot un-
derstand this item.

The PREMIER: It arose during the
war. Instead of increasing salaries, as the
cost of living went up we provided a cost
of living allowance. It is based on an es-
timate that the cost of living to-day iy 80
per cent. greater than it was in pre-wav
days.

Item—Upkeep of Savoy House, £2.000,

Mr. THOMSON: This item shows a re-
duction of £736. One would imagine that
the tendency would be for it to inerease.

The PREMIER: There were special
renovations in the previous year that we
are not expecting this vear. Ground rent,
rates, taxes and electricity account for
£1,300, and other items include heating,
sundries and portion of periodie renova-
tions.

Mr. SAMPSON: Certain portions of the
building are let. One portion is cecupied
by the Swan dining-room, and the upper
floor is let fo the Ludlow Typesetting Ma.
chine agent. Should not those items be
shown on the receipts sidef

Mr. ANGELQ: The member for Katan-
ning said there was a decrease in the items
but as a matter of fact there is an inerease
of £300. The Estimafes for the current
vear should be compared with the Estimates
for lasi year, not with the actual exzpen-
diture. The vote of last year was exceeded
by £1,036, and some explanation should be
given,

The PREMIER: The member for Gas-
coyne is getting remarkably puonetilious
about increases. Does he imagine that any-
one could accurately estimate the expen-
diture required for the upkeep of Savoy
House? Sometimes after the Fstimates
have been passed a requisition is received
and we have to carry out certain renova-
tions. It may be under a contract with tke
owner of the property that was not fore-
seen. If the hon. member contends that no
item on the Estimates should be excessed
because Parliament has not voted the
money, it would be impossible to carry on
the business of the country.

Mr. Angelo: A 60 to 70 per cent increase
is rather high.

The PREMIER: That may be done in
banks.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do not reflect
on banks.

The PREMIER: I exclude the banks
with which the Leader of the Opposition
was associated. It is utter nonsense
to say that the Government should
live within every pound stated in an
item that appears on the Estimates. This
is only an estimate and nething movre.
We do not guarantee that not a shilling
more will be expended, and we do not say
we will not spend any more. An item may
be set out affecting expenditnre in the
North-West. Some good reason may then
be shown why another thousand pounds
should be expended on some important work
there. The matter may be represented by
the member for Gascoyne, for instance, and
he may convinee me that I should spend
that money. If I said, “Parliament has dir-
ected me to spend not a pound more than
the estimate,” what would the hon. member
say if the matter should be an urgent one?
‘We cannot live within every pound men-
tioned in the Estimates. A willy-willy blew
down a jetty in the North-West and this
cost the State £30,000 or £40,000. The ex-
penditure was not foreseen, and was not
provided for on that year's Estimates. If
the hon. member’s proposal were adopted,
half the publie buildings in the State would
be left in an incomplete condition,

Ttem—Exhibits for Savoy House, £100:

Mr. THOMSON: We are not making suf-
ficient use of Savoy Honse. Justice has not
been done to the exhibits that have been sent
forward. The Agent-General should be able
to make arrangements whereby our exhibits,
and a better range of exhibits, may be
shown in other parts of Great Britain. The
authorvities of Canada are represented by
exhibits at nearly every agrienltural show
in the Old Conntry. It would he very much
hetter for us if we, too, launched out in a
bigger way. We should provide the Agent-
General with sufficient funds to maintain
the dignity of his position.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member may
not discuss the dignity of the Agent-General
on this iteo.

Mr. THOMSON: The same principle
should apply to the exhibits at Savoy
House. We should also have a report from
the Agent-General every year showing where
the exhibits have been sent.

Mr. Lindsay: We cannot do much on
£100,

[ASSEMBLY.]

My. THOMSON: [ cannot understand
why Parliament does not receive a report
from the Agent-General’s olfice. We should
know all the ramifications of the work that
is done there.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
making a general speech. He should con-
fine himself to the point at issue.

Mr. THOMSON: I am sorry the Chair-
man has interrupted me. I was going to
say that if we had a report from the Agent-
General we would see the necessity for al-
lowing more money for these exhibits,

The CHAIRMAN: The itemn before the
Chair has nothing to do with a report from
the Agent-General. T cannet allow a gen-
eral diseussion under this heading.

Mr. THOMSON: If I could do so, I
would move for an inerease in the item,

Hon. @&. Taylor: Why not move that the
item be reduced by £17

Mr. THOMSON: I do not want to de
thag. I have referred to the matter before.
The amount has been increased this year,
and I hope it will be still further increased
next year.

Item—House allowanee to Agent General,
£300:

Mr. THOMSON: I consider that the
State made a bad deal when the Agent-
General’s residence was sold.

The Premier: On & point of order. The
Agent-General’s house was sold some three
years ago, and this item has nothing what.
ever to do with that sale. 1t provides only
for the Agent General’s residence. A sale
of property three years ago has ne bearing
on this item.

Mr. THOMSON: I propose to show ihat
the State is losing money by the sale of
the house,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must deal only with this item, as to whether
it is too muech or foo little, and must not
go into back history, which would he really
general discussion.

Mr. THOMSON: I am dealing with a
matter of £500 which previously cost the
State only £180 by way of interest. I am
not blaming the Premier or anvone else, hut
it is a pity that we sacrificed--—

The Premier: I insist on the point of
order. The hon. member is getting back
again fo discuss a transaction that took
place three years ago. By a side wind or
a subterfuge he is getting in a discussion to
which he is not entitled on this item. I sub-
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mit that any reference to the wisdom or
otherwise of the sale of that bouse is not
in order on this item.

The CHAIRMAN : When I ruled the hon.
member out of order before, he had not
made the comparison he now makes, but
T am not going to allow him, in making the
comparison, to raise the guestion of the
wisdom of selling the house.

Mr. THOMSON : If you rule in that way,
Mr. Chairman, you will compel me to move
that the item be reduced to £220.

The CHAIRMAX: I have pointed out to
the hon, member that he put himself in order
when making the comparison. Earlier in the
piece, however, he had not done so. While
making that comparison, he cannot diseuss
the wisdom or otherwise of the sale of the
house. -~
Mr. THOMSON: That is the ebject I
bave in view. The State would have been
much better served if no alteration had been
made. To-day our Agent General is living
in a very small flat, which does noi ¢nhance
either his comfort or the dignity of the
State. - The Agent General has to keep up
a certain position, and he cannot do that if
ke lives in a suburban flat. Is it not pos-
sible to secure a permanent residence in
London for our ambassador? The import-
ance of the position will he much greater in
future than it is now. '

Mr. DAVY: The suggestion has been
made .that the cost of the Agent-General's
house was only £180 annually. At 6 per
cent. that wounld only mean £3,600.

Mr, Thomson: That was the price of the
house.

Mr. DAVY: Can a good house be bought
in London for £3,6007

The Premier: It was not a freehold pro-
perty; it was only a leasehold.

Mr. DAVY: With rates and taxes the
cost of sueh 2 house might work out at more
than £500 annually,

Mr. Thomson: It did not; it eould not.

Mr. DAVY: I should have theught £500
a vear was the smallest rent for a house in
anything like a close up part of London.

The Premier: I remember now that the
change over saved the State money when all
charges were paid.

Mr. DAVY: T should imagine that one
eould not get much of a house in London
for £500 a year. Many flats in London
would cost £10 a week, and not very high
elass flats at that.

Mr. Thomson: That is my point.
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Mr. DAVY: 1 should not think that a
flat such as the Agent General onght to live
in ecould be obtained for less, From
what | ean nake out, and taking into
consideration the fact that we must allow
for interest on the £3,600 and depreciation
from year to year, due to the diminished
life of the lease, the facts as presented to
us would hardly indicate that the vote of
£500 is not a cheaper proposition for West-
ern Australia.

The Premier: I am sure it is

Mr. Thomson: That kas not been proved.

The PREMIER: There is no donbt abont
it in the world. When 1 first spoke on this
subject after my return from the Old Coun-
try I explained the sale, what it meant to
the State ax compared with the arrange-
ment that now obtains and 1 know, speak-
ing from memory, that :he £500 represented
a saving on what it was costing the State.
The hon. member spoke about living in
Hats and thought we should have 2 mansion’
more commensurate with the dignity. of an
awbassador from Western Australia. It
we had such a mansion for the Agent Gen-
era, it would eost him more than his salary
to maintain the premises The change over
was made at the request of the then Agent
Guneral.

Mr. Thomson: How many rooms were
there in the Agent General's house?

Tie PREMIER: 5+ many that four
servants had to he kept to keep the house
clean.

Mr. Thomson: I went throngh the house.

“The PREMIER : And so did I, and I saw
that five or six of the rooms were not occu-
pied.

Mr. Davy: Where was the house?

The PREMIER: In Putney. The up-
keep of the hounse cost altogether too mueb,
when we take into consideration the salary
we were paying our Agent-General, Then
azain the house was too far away from the
city.

Mr. Thomson: But the Agent-General
could use a motor ear!

The PREMIER: But it is impossible to
travel through the streets of London at 20
miles an hour. T have often been half an
hour in traversing a couple of miles, and
the journey of 9 miles would oecupy alto-
gether too rouch time,

Mr. Thomson: Not at all!

The PREMIER: The hon. memhber knows
evervthing! I am giving facts. The man
who has occupied the job should know
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whether or not too much time was spent in
travelling, and he should be a beiter judge
than 8 man who spends a day or two in
London,

Mr. Thomson: The man who was pre-
viously in the job suggested the purchase
of the house.

The PREMIER: But he was a wealthy
man and ecould afford to spend the money
if he so desired It wrs a large bouse be-
cause that Agent-General had a large family.

Hon. G. Taylor: How would you like
Putney as a residence if you were the
ambassador representing this Stateft

The PREMIER: I would not care about
it at all. I would prefer to have a flat that
would be more convenient. The flat oceu-
pied by Mr. Angwin is that which was
formerly occupied by Sir Hal Colebateh.
I know both those gentlemen found it much
more convenient.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.16 p.m

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 17th October, 1927.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—COLLIE COAL FOR
POWER STATION.

Hon. E. ROSE gsked the Chief Seecre-
tary: 1, How many grades of Collie coal
are purchased by the Government for unsc
at the East Perth Power Station? 2, What

[COUNCIL.)

are the prices paid per ton for each on
trucks at pit’s mouth? 3, What is the cost
of haulage per ton, including all shunting
charges, from coal mines to East Perth
Power Station? 4, Do the above charges
include the cost of returning empty truecks
from Perth to Colliet

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
One—small coal. 2, 12s. 6d. 3, 12s. i,

Yes.

QUESTION—MINING, VENTILATION.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, What method of ventilation,
other than natural, is employed on the
mines of the Golden Mile? 2, What equip-
ment has been provided to enmsure an ade-
quate supply of air to underground work-
ers during their shift? 3, What mines have
ventilating fans installed? What is the
capacity and location of each? 4, Have
measurements been taken in each mine of
the quantity of air per minute passing from
the upeast shaft during the working hours?
If so, what were the figures in each case?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
The mines on the Golden Mile are venti-
lated mainly by natural ventilation, but
also use the air liberated from the com-
pressed air means to operate Venturi and
other blowers and to work appliances such as
drilling machines, Holman hoists, winches
and air lifts, the air from which in-
ereases the ventilation. Air blown direetly
from the drill hoses is mueh used for ven-
tilating foul ends. Fans, mostly driven by
compressed air, are also used in various
parts of the workings to assist the natural
air currents. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3,
The fans in use are mostly small ‘‘booster”
fans, no mine on the Golden Mile yet hav-
ing installed one large ventilating fan to
take control of the whole mine ventilation.
The small fans are in most of the larger
mines, and their location is changed from
time to time as required, To obtain par-
ticnlars of the location and capacity of
each fan it would be necessary to refer to
Kalgoorlie, and the information when ob-
tained would be of little practical signifi-
cance and not worth the expense of pre-
paration. 4, Measurements of the air-
currents in the mines are made frequently
at such points as are best suited for ob-
taining them, and are largely recorded. The



